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FOR SALE 
BY ORDffi OF THE EXECIJTRU OF THE 

LATE BILL MAJt~·rn ·s LIFE-TIME COLLEX)'.HON 
OF OLD BOIS I BOOKS . 

; ...... -- .. -...... -....... .._ ........... -....... ,,_,,_,_ - -.~-· -- - ·- ....... --,.,. ...... _,_ . ............. -...... ~ 

LOT 1 - Off ers requested for . 22 -':. w 4 - Offers requested for 
Bo\Uld Volumes of Gems. Also 4 rly series MARVELS, over 
unbound volumes - this comprises ! 350 loose copies having 
complete Nos. 1 to TI6 inclusiv e . l aerial nos . below 500. 
This coll ect ion is unique. I 

1··1.0T-;: ~~ rs- ~u~-;-ed for .-4 u,:;-; ·::--; ;e;:; ··:;~ ;; ;:;-;;;; - ·; 
i MAG!IEl'S over 450 loose copies 1d new series MARVELS, over j 
L~~:~;~; ; n::u:::: :· -~~~:~] _:: .~~:~ _:: :_ _ i 

MAGl!ETS over 175, loose copies ~ - FOPULARS, 60 copies i 
having serial nos. above 1000. comprising 1d, 1~ and 2d 1, 

issues. Price £5. '···-- -·- ... · .. ~·-.. -,., ... -~-~ .. _,, ....... _ , ... _ .... _...,_,, ___ _ , ............. ...,.,.__, .... .,,,_, ........ ! 

NOTE - Lots 4 and 5 form a bas i s for a 
~od col l ection . 

FOST,\L OFFE!1S ONLY AT THIS STAGE. 

* * * * * 

; 

I 
i 

Mrs. I. Carpenter, _.,I 

230, Watford Road, 

11ano... 
1

1 
llid<ix. 

l ! 
I ! , ___ , __ ,, ___ , __ ... ,,- ...... --- , ................ _,_,,, __ .., ......... -, .. , ..... ~---.. ---~· 
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Coll ector ~' 

FOUND;;:J) in 1947 by HERBERT LF.ClG.mlr 

Number 195 MARCH, 1963 Pri ce 2s, Od, 

BY ANY &"f;B !~tng or a paraQox that OOLI..ECTOMt 
OICEST wast es lt s Olffl time. Ant1 bet ore l oyal read er :s 
send up a s tonn of prot est "'1l1ch echoes from Wtok to 
Sydney Harbour l et me explain that t ac mere)¥ reterTl ng 
to the ruch l oved u tle or our magaitne. 

Tbt s t i tl e :JJU&st s th at we cat er tor collectors , 
but ln no wo:y does lt show tn fb1Ch dtrectlQn our In
tere s t s lie. Mid th e number or th ings which are 

collected bf members or U\ "1 e.en~ral. public &re varied , &all.sing, anaztng - and l arge tn 
i;uanttty . 

()i an aver age I receive t our l e tters every week or the year from people Y.t>.o have 
come aol'OSl! our na:ie , bUt l'lho have no fl ea ot ,ii.at our monc1rnt ls. Uai,a.Uy th ey hav e 
sooet hlng to sell; .someti mes they mere)y writ e tor advice. They have round th e name 
001..LEC'IO"{S' DIGEST tn one or th e ye ar).y Ust s or Brtttdl publtcattons . So they ,a-tt e -
.titl e oth ers telephon e. I can• t bl az:ie th em. OUr titl e has misl ed the=. 

Tbls week, rcr lnst ooce. I have had l ette rs trm (a) a man In Stn:twtch tfho wtshes 
to c:Uspose or a coll ect ton -1r model sold t er s1 (bl a lady or Norwteh who aoll eot a doll s 
ot all countrie s : (o) a mm l n Wales who oolleots th e titl e head i ngs of newapapera d)d 
N'lo Josaess es t wo thou salld dtrt en,tt mes; (d) a ladY or O'le lmst ord '1111:lo bas a tlortn 
,blch l eft the tflnt with a bubble ln th e middl e so it split do"1 U,e centre . Plus a 
t el epl'lone call tr .;.m a lQ" 11r1th a vas t collectton or beer mt s . 

soaett mea the lett er-writ ers enclose a ata~ed addrissed enTelope; som&ttmes 
they doo'tl but court esy demands tha t they be aent a repI.y t o e i;>laln to th em Mtia t 
the interes ts ot c.o. Nad ers are. An average ot tour letters a " eek. 11\ot ts, tRG 
bund,e<! l e tt er s a y ear on ,ubj eots n<ithlng a t all to dO wlth our bobby. And, \o flll 
dtSCJa:, the nunt>er shows signs ot lncre a.,t ng. 

Pl enty or Diges t readers , ot course , have othe r ho~bl es )es lde that or ooll eotlng 
or taking tll Interest 1n old papers . ffl.8¥ otten re t er to the se otller hobbl es ln the ir 
letters te me, and t BR gl ad that the)' do. I rind th e tnt ormat ton \?le)' give me ot "eIT 

.. areat ... Interes t. _,,,., ..................................................... -... , ......... -, .. ,- ........... _ ... ,~ ................................... ,_ . ., ............................................ . 



Page 4 

Readers Robert RaNtomeor Preston an: Vera. !Heholls ot Leeds haTe the t asc lnatlrg 
sld d'lan:ilng hoN,J or ooUer.ttng Valentin es . tr. Ra,rstcrn e, 1n t act , haa the l arge st 
ind most Tal.u.able coll ection or Valentines ~n the cc::untrJ, some ot them <iTer one hlndrW 
years old . Plenty ot our readers are lnte~--st ed tn t.ralil'laf l ore , mxt coll ect pictures of 
trams ot all ~.J)es S'ld s h.es . I do IIJSeH. 

But dla.t ey, Interesting det.:ill s or ~ther hobbles -.tttoh are sent me by r:lf own r eacters 
are qul te dttterent rrca Che h.uxlreds or ~et ter, Nlleh coi:i:e rrom t olk 'fllho haw oome 
across our name and are merel.Y seeking ti"t?e adv ice o r tree ad'ver tl seamt . 

The onlT eSC(l>e tr-m th e tl ~tlng or th e uni niti ated would be t.o ~ e our 
oame, and J aiat make It cl ear that I m not considering do ing t.hls . Tbe good old Digest 
Ja l oved by la, al Nade r s all over th e world, P1 to abandon our ni.Wi wculd alm st breok: 

Ml)' heart,. Bo there t s no solution . I Just go on be ing courteous and a.s k1rx1 as 
poasJb l e t o thos e whO wri te and otter me o Louis ~ lnze snuffbox at the saerttlel al price 

,'t £250. 
HotJrewr, purely as a matter ot Int eres t, 1 lnvlt.e readers to don their thtnklnC"'" 

o.aps md tnvoot a nai::ie "11dl tb(O' thi nk '90Uld be .suitabl e t<:r our Q88aztne , Ut!')& our 
acttv l t tes cle ar yet, avoJdJng amt,jgt1ft,y. Jot ,cur suggested nar:ie on a postc ard or a 
ah&at ot paper-• wttll roor nstit sld address , Md san d it to ma. You wontt fi nd 70\ll" 
au,g es tl on acSopted, bUt 7ou ~8Y win, tor your om li brary, one or the two or UIN:e book 
pri zes to be nwnrded tcr the l!lOSt apt, wttt.Y, airu.stng or c.ll)t1vat 1ng suggesuons. 
n osing date - ttarch 17th. 

§LADE rfie{l{d7;;J'f,W CIOt"e Sl ade NCle.lns unabated, Th.eretore I om ple ased to 8MOUDC6 
IM,t a s tor"Y ot Slade will be one or the t ea tun s ln cur next por.kt'd Issu e. ni.e st«Y 
ts ct ltl id •m . au.YFORD PASSE6 BTW, and n rel ates mother adVentur e or Nr. Buddle 
and Heredlth ln peaeetu l, scholarlJ' SUTCundlngs. 

fflE EDITOR. 

T(llN ANO AROI.ND 

r.v . penonallty, Deret Cooper, had a wntchtng brief at our London Club r.eetl ng a t 
PUtneJ on Febnwy 17th . The roll<:'l'tng da)' he ciado a brlet appearance tn the s.s.c. r.v. 
progJ'QrirJS Tom Md J..round , and spoke or hi s rt rst Tlstt to th e o .s . s . c. Ht s comnents 
were pl ea,M tlJ mooe, even thoogh he seemed t o have that inevitabl e oston tPD(!nt a t the 
way sme col.ks pr.as their spaN tim . He 8PQke with gentol wan:ith or soce ot the old 
atorl es , UlOUgb hls reterenoe to th e old stQl7 papers as •cooics• c.ade th e vt ewer WCM&r 
"'1cther he knew very mch about them. 

~ - 75 nodem Boys (1928-}9 ) ; 50 Tbs Thrill er (1929--'9ls JO Young Brt, &lns (1919-
20T;28 BoJ• Real.l>s (1~28 ) : 19 DreO<i:ouaJ>ts (1913-141 : 17 BoYS f riend Librari es 

(1912-17>1 15 lA'IIM Jocks (1920-25); 9 Saxton Bl ijte Libraries (1921,-'9): 6o ll>l on 
J 3Cks trlthoot Detec ti ve SupplemErlts (l9'l2-27)J 4 Clu:la Annuals (19'2.3, 1925, 1927, 1930) 
SJ..E. Otters to J. X.n:G, 5 WHl'lt RART tAME, t.mOON, N. 22 • ... ----·-.... ~ ... - ·--.... ___ .. ___ ,....._ .......... _____ ,,.._..,. .. ,., .... .._,_,.,.~ ..................... _ ... -... . 

wAlfflI): BcYa: frie nds {RocboOd aerlea) . Cood eoncllt t on. f ~ - ICtr:c or t he Island s 
~ ... !~ C\\l!i.,.VIUµ,.11.ISL.INCll>I.JJ.,q;, ........... _. ___ ,_, ... ,: ~~ .~:• Boys Fri end 

r!itR~ -rl~t;J~~~~=rit~ . ~~:AU S<IJNU:, 

·------- .... ·------ ·- ... ,-.. ,_ .. _1_ ... ,......,_ ..... ~ .. ------· ... --
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DANNY 'S DIARY 

~ 
One€ more the gun boomed out over the stcrm-swept sea, as the Jll'l1ors or Oreyfrl ar-s 

c.eae out upon th e open &h£ire. The t1.it,.1ng Till age ot Pegg waa \l>OO th eir ri ght, curr 
Hoose School on their l e ft , and awa)' to the end or the bsY l oomed up Ult e t gantlo olUf 
known as the Should er. The sand was er,.uq:illng under th e heo-,y b lllcw s that roll ed 1n 
and broke on th e rocks . t.Mtems gleamed bJ' tbe shore , ftt)ere a groop or ft!herf o lk 8J\C1 
coastguards had ga th ered . Tbe Joo tors Jo ined th o cl'Oftd of th em, unnoticed ln the exoJte
ment. fttere was no Utebcl at a t PoSB, and tn st1oh n sea no boat a>Uld have U ved. Fer 
out oo the bl ade 11ate rs light s were dancing 8Dd dOdgl ng, ah.owing \h e P<)altt on of the 
hapl ess nssel . 

' She1 s doomedl1 sa id Bob Olem , In a !'I.I.shed voic e. 
'nlat • s a 'M)nderful btt rrm n wondertul story - •A Son ot th e Sea• · , the tirff 

Storf tn th e Hagnet this mn th., 
I was 1n luek. At school we had t o do m essay on a shipwreck tor homeWortt, end 

I o.r tbhed all or tt out or •A son or the sea• t.bough I adspte ratecl tt to su it 'a:t¥ <Wl 
_,., __ ..,,.,,,,.,.,,_,.,,., ,. •• .,.,.,,.,,.,.,.~,, ... ,,. , ... ,.,.,.,..,.,.,.,,. •• ,, .,,. • .,,.,,,0,0,,.., .... .. , •• ,,..,., ,,.,o.,•"'"'•'"',...,.,,., ,, • .,,...,,.. , ... ... ,.,..,.., ,_m• ... "•••••••"" "' ... "'" ' "" ' "'"' 
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com-en tcnce. 

For instance , I maoo· 1t •she' s dCM.Joedl' satd a b01 lffl0 was watching . 11f rorm
master , Hr. Scattert:17 (we cnU hl.o. Sca.tt erbagS" or j ust. •scatey') gaw ce 9 out ot 10 
tor tt, ~ sa,s he wtll expec t bi g tl\lng.s tran me ln th e tu ture , But bet s qui te .sll l.J, 
t lost the one Cl8l'k becm.iH, he sa id, ' No boys would use t he word l dooce:2', You onl)' 
hear that on r.he s tag e, • I f orgot ws clt a'ld Sll<U •wen , Bob OUlrT7 sa14l tti' seetty 
Q:Jked PbO Bob Ch&ITJ was, a,.d I said •A tr-lend or mine,• "'11ch 1s C1,1t te true, 

J esate buy"s Ol d Hoore ' s A.lmanaok, md Old l1o<re Is often right . For th is month 
he aatd •n,ere ·will be gr eat exctte::>ent In cert ain spots . • He was r i ght, Ear lf In 
Narch I Wll!flt dOMl wttb cht t*enpox. I didn' t f ee l Vl?l')' bad except before the spots eta 
rut, Md I had to star In bed rcr a f ew da)rs wtU\ a l og ttre 1n ?I)' b~ r "81 abl e 
to read md read. 

Cxc1'8:Jen tl Tons ot It tn r.he Hagner. and the ocm Kitch have hoo soce l on l,y 
.!tOJ'lea.. 

•A scn or the Sea' "aa del ic ious . H8l'TY Whart m saved a bay troo the wreet , arxl 
be turned ou.t. t.o be Con FJtzp atrtck, on hi s way to school at Oreytrlnrs. He dt cintt wml. 
to ,o to Ci~tr lars: he Wltlted to be a sa tl ori and 1n th e erxt ot th e stor, J)e rll1l 
ttltlfl to aea. 

Next week the Hagnet gan •The C£c)talnt s H1nr In Jlbtdl Jock Wingate oacie to 
c;raytr tM"s. In th e GN1trlars Gallery 1n tl'lt s l s.s11e thCN ..ere-11tctures or thrie Gr,ey
trt ara b<:,ys, Tre.tuce , Ionldes and C8rtleM7. I hlXI never heard or ony or theGI, and I 
menttooed tilt s to Doug as be sat b7 ey bed 800 at e all iey b81'1Ma! one after tl'le other. 
~ said! •They bel ong to the class ot the gone but not forgotten . • I sa id: •Tes , 
l lke 'r:f¥ benan as i • . · 

nw next J1.etllet Ms ' Bob <JlelT)'I s Seore t' tn M)tch a new t ootball-coach n8Qed 
Yorite Clll& to c;reyrrt ars . He was ~al l.J a nsCal named Paul Tyrrell , 800 h& wa., Bob's ........ 

In t hi s issu e. t here was a pi cture or c;rey rrtars . It reclnded me a bt t or the 
ertstal Pru.see , bUt ·it wu a nic e picture . 

Hut , CflOther ;JC3. stor')' : • ttiucs A.tloat• • The Bounder dared Ha:rry Wbartm mid 
Bob to row ciut to the 6houl0 er one dal1t n llht. The;y trl ed lt , and got carr i ed 8"81 an1 
pi cked up b7 a ~Ip celled the Spi ndr i ft. It was a st.cry or Clll"Cler , and tl.ltlny and 
oayti.m. _ I doot t reallY know ,t)at c,ayhec la , but Doug ea.rs It al.ways gcu "Ith DJ?"der 
sid wttnT. 

Laatl1 •The SchoolboY ConJU!'8J"'I In wbtch a ver;y lollY new chap called 01 Iver Kipps 
cace to Cl re;y tr 1 ars. 

What a grmcf oonth In the Hag:netl FMey 1111 man being abl e to writ e all those 
marvellous long tale.s ln ooe month. 

The surtragettes ban been mektng th ings ?b:t this month. One evening , e arly ln 
11areb, they • ent round th e West End or LOndon stl&Shlng shop W"tndo•s. They d id nearl.J 
t5(X)(>-lllorth or da:i,nge. Han"Odts had their wlndo, 1 pulnr lsed. Dad sa,s lt' s shocking, 
but Hl.13 keep s east ing slY glances at th e bricks on the rocker)" ln t he garden. 

lflllo I was Ill t waS'll t allowed to see ~ trhrm , but Ltndsa,, "1.o.se hther t, 
a 8Uton Blake eipert • brought c,e tbe ltiton Jack nu7 week. '!here have been a l ot or 
st-cries lat e].y ab-Out Tvmne , a n 17 ,hape l)" lad)' . Ooua 11.ked thm a lot . The Ea.st.er 
Dol.mle Nl,l:t)er or tb.e ltilon J ack had an 80 , ooo,..,,iioro story about a new croot . Dr. Huit.on 
Ryner . I got a b1t bogged dOfl'I wltb ·lt, Mil ch Dcua says '111.S due to ¢f l.m:iatun »t nd. 
verr tnSll ttnsl 

One eT &nlni Dad bl'O\IBht ne •F\ln and Fl ct lon-i The stor i es~ rearf'ull7 t ar
t etched, and one or th a;i called •Judtth Hate• wes about & wicked mtrentureu ra th er 
1u.e Tvmne. J aat sa, that I lt ked th.ls pcier. 

One SaturdaY, th e P t.: 0 lin er •Oceana- wa., In colllsloo ott Ne"1aven. J. tug 
canaged to get tt ln tow t or a ftl.lle , but enntual.t, the ltn e r heel ed OYer and aant. 

f°"81"ds the en<1 or the mooth, "11le I was atl ll apot tY but abl e to go <'Jt, tlD 
t oe*. ae c.o x.en,tngton P&lace lllbere • ,aw the King open tl!.e new London l'IJ.stUC. Its 
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purpo se 11 t.o prov tde a home tar r e lics ot ol d London and Lendon Ur e. 

Doug and a pal ot hi s , Wobbly o.irr ~ e, went to the Vaudevll lit Theatr e t o see H. o. 
Wellt s •Klppa-. It was a scr eom to hear thee \ Blic. 8:lout tt afte rwards. Doug sa id that 
th e s t.or,' had been w lgar l sed and redUced to the level or tarce , a.rd WobblY, nry ~ous . 
sa td 1Vanl!tled t s th e Sllfl'le soul or Kt ppsl ' When I asked th em It they had swallowed 
dletloo31" 1es , Doug sa id ' Tha: little horror wECts booti ng \ • - meaning oe . 

A l ovely oonth In th e Gem. The bo:,' l'ltlo was •Alil at11ed or hls Ni:rae- was cu;y Vavaso ur. 
His rea l nm::e 1'88 Pet er 81:llth md h is tat.her kept the Vavasour Ams. But It was a veey 
gO-Od sto ry, md \'avasour turn ed out to bt a good chap In the end. 

•The Las t Hope- was gram. Too He?T)' 11:flt OJ.it,s t he sport s tunds, a.rd CUtt s retused 
to pay I\ back , Ta::i managed to ge t th e r:ioney be wrest Ung In a circus , 

•s~uld er to Should er" wa., anot her l ovelY st0!'7 ab<lut Hr. Sel b>' 8'ld Wally. TCl9 
MetT)' and CussY told sooe Jtitte lles and r eit very bl ack. Las t].y , •Htdelen Trea.suN at s t. 
Jim' s N'llch 1113.S not qulte so iOod as the oth~ thr ee , but &Using end exct tln g tn flarts. 

A new serial cal led •sl r 8111.Y or lir eyhouse" by Wan-en Bell has Just star t ed t n t he 
Oem. 

In Doug• s •Cheer , 3oys Cheet4 Ulere ts a eoD'l)etltt on tn which th e pr i ze ls a rro c 
passnge to Canada , wi th £5 to apend when You get there. Dcug aQs the edi t or doS£nt t in
t end you to paint the ttiffll red. 

'Jbc Boat Race t oolt place - near ly - m ttarch 30th. 'The wat er was roueh and th e 
C8:'lllrldg e boat sank . 'llle rac e will be rowed early In April. 

~ ~ ot s havenit qui te all gooe even yet , and It o vef')' llllch arrald t hat ~ Headt'las t er 
wontt l et me go back to sch ool yet , I hope. 

THE "MAC NET" LIBRARY PORTRAIT CALLERY: 
....... -. _.. ~ ..... - -- r:"-\. ·=- · . -,--

j 

:j; .. .=..~ 
-·-- ------,--- -- · 

I 

£Dl1'0RlAL NOTE; When the above character s ~ pesred in the Hognet In t M Cr eyrrtara 
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Gall er,' ~ ... ~ 191.3, eianr readers m::t bave been puzzled . AU were rrca the baq 
bacl(wood:i ot Creyfl"lars. C.tfllen")' was a pretee t who had been e~lled loog before . 
lm lde:s had been an e tt msnate Creek prefec t sld had long dl aappeartd trc::a tbe stories, 
He wa.s at tnterest tng c:baraoter In Ule eArlY 11agnet and one ..-..nders fll1 be was dropped. 
TrelUce "as sti ll at Creytrtars , but never core Ulan dead M>Od, 

VM,,Dft;JNE ~ KJl.fDlffl 

At the Otgesi ottl oe, oo It. Valentlne •s Day , arrlnd a Valent ine t.d<tt'eued to 
11aster Cedric Heredtth, Bl ada couege . Bet cre rtrsdctrtsslng It to Heredt t.ll at: Sl ade , we 
eculd not resist taklng a peep at It. flle Oard was rm teqx, rmy, and lt oont:ilned the 
tol l Clflna Yerse: 

1be raoous F'tn are pure e.nd fine, 
Wi th Ules:i, we could not til:r or dine, 
Far core to us you do appeal , 
We lo'ft It 'l'Nln yc,u ec t The heel . 
1'<EI HeITJ's cob are good sid strn!gh t, 
With the :n. we know we' d neTer r ate ; 
Their uprlihtn ess has bf"Oudlt thee tat18 .. 
We'd sooner have your type tit sa:ie, 
So keep on raaln& Hr, B,, 
RJgllt Ulrougb tht s 7eor or 631 
We love 1 t l'hll ycu act the swine, 
So won•t you be wr Valentine? 

nie card was signed as rroc •nw Belles or St, Lilian• fl' . We an not eerialn 
Whether ttr. Bl.kklle ~r, l ses t he l et ter s received tit his pupils . Cert aln l)' ttr. Q.telch 
would have a tac1 QUesttons t o ask >Bst.er Cedric Herecllth oonoernlng th e Belles or s t. · 
Lllt m's• 

At. any ra t e, th e Belles OaY tie pleased t o kn°" tha t Heredtth "Ill be Dack t n 
Collec'Ws' Digest next conth ln a brand n8'1' sto!y ct Slade entt tl ed 'tll.• lll.AYF'OlO 
PASSEB BY. 11 

Hl.1 PBILJP §WIHNDl.f::JJ 

11r. Philip SWIMerton , forcer editor ot the chlldren t s poper Chick' s awn and tirot.her 
ot Hr. Frnnk SwlMerton , the !llthor , di ed tn a London ho41ltal. He was 83. 

He begal his 'Mlrkl~ Ut e as an apprentic e ll thogr8')her wtth EYt'e and 6J)ot t1•-'00d• 
Ltd. , and th wi began to dr 8" tor Harm.,,,orth pertodtcalr, ll ke Coctc cuts am O!.lps. He 
dtd the trcnt pages tcr botll the se pEC)ers Md alao drew the Weary itl1111e end Ti red fll:i 
aer ies. . 

At'6r the Ftrst World War SWlnnert.oo was conoemed ln th e creation ct Rupert the 
Chte.k, tbe .cb l et ctw.rncter In Qitdt:•1 OMl Md WDa tor a long t lat lt s editor , 

t.ai.er ha s,rt.ed boQJ aa a oomil"Clal artist 800 as a ~oumalht t or other 
Acolgar:et.ed Presa Pc>ers, Including Rover SKI Boys, o.i , He also d id serious IUu.stra
tt Cl'ls tor ma&8.2iln& articles. 

He ROS with the Ama.l.garetcd BNss ror 45 nara and cont inued hh: assoo tatt on atter 
bl 1 rt ttreoent unt ll hO was 71. 
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-----·---- ·-------------------

BLAK IANA 
Conducted By JOSEPHINE PA<IDWI, 27 Archdale Ro:id, East 

Dulvich, London, S, E. 22, 

m.v.l OF OLD A11!'HORS 
By Bill Lofts 

1/hilst on the South Coast recently , I met a former editor of THE 

DE'l'rol'IVE IIEOO.Y. During a discussi.:>n about the 'thirties he gave me 

the following inform t ion on old Blake au th ors , which will ba of in 

terest to all . 

LOOS JACKs:>N 
Readers will be sorry t o l oam tha t this popular autho r died a 

fow years ngo in the Brighton area , 
Raal name JACK I.Ens, he wrote 44 stories f or the S. B,L, and 40 

for the Union Jack , his most famous croation boing Leon Kestre l, the 

Ma3tcr llummor, 
I saw him once many years ago in Fleet ·Stree t, but was not abl e 

to speak to him as he was with a group of editors, lie was a big ma.n, 

with f eatures simila r to the late Sydney Greenstreet , 

I have been told that ho was more than a use ful cricketer in his 

younger days , and that he had a younger brother who, unti l recent l y , 

was on editor on one of th> women' s papers . 
"Levis Jackson" star t ed writing before the first World liar - on 

a WOlll'lil 1S poper, Later he wrote for near ly all the lbnnsworth pepers 

of that period . 
In 1914 he star t ed free - lanc in g , and after serving wit h th e Royal 

Mvy in the 19 14-1 8 war he returned to turn out stories by t ho hundred 

including school sto n es for the RAINBOil. Bo nlso wrote under the pen. 

n.smo of "Step hen Hood. " 

GEX>RGE E, ROCHESTm 
As mony readers wi ll remember, it vas my pl""8ure to moet Mr, 

Rochester a few years ago . (A fu ll roport of this meeting ap peared in 

-----··----·- ··········-·-·· 
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c.D.) Alth ough not primrily a Blake writ er, George E, Rochester did 
pen a few st ori es for the S,B.L, and Detective Weekly , 

Writi ng women's fiction in r ecent year s , he 1.lllfortunatel y suff e red 
a stroke early in 1962 which l eft him parUy pnralysed and unabl e t o 
carry on with his writin g, A short whil e ago he l eft for the U.S.A. 
to liv e with hi s daught er. 

A fin e writer of fl ying stori es , G. E, Roches ter wrote about many 
of hi s persoMl experienc es whil s t serving as an offic er in World liar 
One, when he was shot down over enemy line s . 

All r eaders will join me in wis hing Mr. Rochester a full nr 
covery. 

HARRY BLYTH, Jnr, 
One of my most memorable events was meeting the son of the 

creator of Sexton Blake at Broadstairs. At that time over 00 year s of 
age , Mr. Blyth f!JHe me a lot of infonnation about his father - the 
famous "Hal Meredith" who died l ong 8.l§J . 

Callin g a t his house again r ecently , I was most sorry to learn 
that he had died . 

I shal l always remember him wit h gratitud e for hi s kindne ss in 
supplying me with some of the most important inf onnati on in the hi sto ry 
of Sexton Blak e , 

11DAVIES" 
-- Second aeri es S.B .L. No. 231 .. The Warehouse Murder" in which an 

Inspect or Croig • as f eatured, has been credited in offici al rec ords 
as being by an individual Mmed Davies . 

As r eyorted in C,D, Annual, 1959, nothing was known about thi s 
writer . It was therefore with some excit ement t hat , thank s t o th e 
editor of the S. B.L,, Mr. W. Howard Baker, I le arne d the idmtity of 
thi s author . He seems a most interesting person , hi s knowledge and 
inter es t in old Blake aff airs bein g almost on e. par wi th our own 
experts . 

A full report will appear in Blald.ans shortly . 

* * * * * 
ARGUMrnT 

By i:c:"'cart er 

I f ai l t o see ilalte r Webb's reas oning on t he liet of Soxtm 
Blake authors . I agree entire l y with Josie Paclamn. Credi t must be 
.giv en to the author whose Mme is on the lists . and .. vho has been paid 
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for the work. The A. P. would only pay for work submitted once , not 

twice . 
As I said before if Brooks wanted to write under another name 

he surely would take one entirely different . Does lltlter doubt the 

existence of L.H. Brooks at· all? Bill Lofts mentions in one of his 

articles that he died in tragic circumstances mny years ago . 

~ If we are going to doubt records then all our r.omposers , authors 

and poets are in doubt as to what they wrote . Shades cf De Ver e and 

Shakespeare ! · 
It is always not poss i ble to judge an au thor by hi~ style; even 

the eiports on Bamiltonia hrve been out a t times . The arti cl e th.c-it 

John Shaw wrot e y9'lra ago; on the spurious writers has been found 

wrong in places . 
T-ake No. 5 of the Sexton Blake Librru:y "Midst Balkan Peri l s" 

featuring Laban Crood. Now we know the sty l e i s Murray Graydon ' s 

and Creed was one of his creators . Brooks i s given the credit for the 

story . Perhaps some of these wore a joint effort , one author sub-

crl.t ting n plot to another and being assis ted in t he writing . The c,.sh 

then may be divided . But then Brook8 must be accepted as the author 

o.l t hough the style i s not his . We had instances of one aut hor r&

vriting stories . "iould he get a fee for this? 

St.-inton Hope once to l d me he was th o only aut hor on t ho A.P . 

stnff who got ¢d for the S8lte vorlc twice . 

One can distinguish between the s tyl e of the tvo Graydon •s a t 

once , but can th e style of E. J. Hurray (Sydney Drew) and Andrew Murra: 

be picked avery time? They wrote in the same period which makes it 

o.11 t.>ie harder . 
I shal l rely on t he offic ial lists for my i :fo roation and dis

r egard all th e "so called experts" on this topic . 

* * **** 

fLA.!'bY~t~W:Xaj§iBLAK£ 
On Saturda,y. Febniary 17th, 1945, on the book page ot the •0 1111 Telegraph• , S)'W\el 

J.ustralta 1 tn the •Nystery of the Week• aect ton, ~ared t.he reYtt'W of Coll lne t crl!:8 

Club Non l •oreefflaak9 by J. Jetter-sen Por;1eon. Written b7 •oc,. We.t.90rl, Juntor-9 the 

revi ew art icle was er,tltled •rld\b ack to sexton Blo.ke.• 

I re.:ied>ered r.hh: NTlell' artlel t wtth eonatdenble tnt.erest a.rd years haY1n& 

p:ia.sed, 12'1.ouaht I would Uk e to rest It •a l n. J.lu l I di d not hen a copy or c.he pape:: 

nor could I buy one. HoweYer, J vtsltod the Public Library near the Bot onl oal Oardona 

ln SYdnlY and haT t ~ requested the LJbrarh n tc gJTi ae aocua i.o the tile oop1 , I 

labor JOUalJ oopled out U\1 re...1"' art icle . Here It ta for 1oor Interest «'Id enjQ1Dlnt . 

You won•t neeeasartly' .. agre e .. wtth th e vl ets tXPrts sed. RICht. ,. ... send_your" oa;:r.1&nta .. to .......... 

-
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Bl 8k fana . The)' . will proVtde good cow for future l srues. 

•ere~ Is a strMg e re turn to the ol d type of detective t:W'ster"Y - a ht gh,lra,ymsi. 
&}lOst tn a castle , atn t sier ~ev tll e Tll la tn s at a hauntoo. IM , bUrl ed t reasure and 
bc:dt es bobb ing In a lilWl'ltal n strea::,. 

Like oldo*tlJDe 1:1el oot=a , there Is alWaYS soceth t ng dlsana lng aboUt th ese dete et tn 
,tor tes , l'lbl cll. recal l boyhood aOwntures or Sexton Bl ~e {r lgh t l.y <:escr t bed by Dorothy 
s qers tn her cl Ms lc •xonognuti on tt.irder 3nd Det ec ti on• 1933, as 1 th e nearest t'IOdern 
approach to a nat ional folk lore , ooneelved u the cmtre for a cycle or l ooseb'
eom.eeted romances ln til e ·•ttJ:urt m mme:r). (The schol ar will recall , ho11uer , Hl5trcs.9 
SoYers t ernr In dcser tb l~ the Bl.ake--Tlnker bl oodhound , Pedro, as a bull dog. ) 

In the Par l eon and Blt!ke detection trod l tlon , energy Is L'ION lq>~ t than deduct 
ion, courage U-.m lnte UJ gence , b3lle ~ d>ots Uutl clues • 

.t.ccordtngiy , the 10ffltl t¥ or th e ghost 1n 1Cl"ee1UJ8Sk11 Is so Gbvlous , Wt the cost 
1nnoc~nt High Olurdl curate aould naoe hla: with easy assurooce bef ore chapte r 10. 

All the F'arjeon vJU3tn, , also , are or the sa::ie patt.em t r oore maeclc than 
those oalebrn t ed Sextcn Bl dte rogues .. hon- Ibl e Hr. Reece, acrobatic Waldo the Wondem31, --1• ,u,, Jom smith. Bl Me• s assist.Mt , Tinker, RIOUld have dlowrl tn t he • U, l oo Jack1' the saoe blenalRi! 
t r bold'less itld st upidi ty ,a., doea fer j eon' s l'Cllateur Invest iga tor fn •Greemaak,.• 

HOffl!'Ver# It l s well to re::ied>er tha t Tinker C&J.st be now 1n h ls stxt t es. Blake l s 
at l east 80, Ot" 11 years younger th.en Howes - 1JL1tttctent answer t o U>e bl asi:tte:aers ,tic 
have hin ted ttl:tt Blake J111S a natural son or Ho!Des anCI Irene Adler ( sea •scoe ren ectlona 
Cll t.he sex lit e ot Sher l ock Holme st' ~ .lldow; Huxley , Cartr idge Press 190 ). 

According IC the Sexton Bl ake Annual ( 1941 ), Bl dte Pl Tinker wert In Sydney tor the 
1 SOth ee l ebrat tons, Jtlen Bl&ke sol ved t he cur t ou.s ttfsteIY or the 'Sa.nc:IOl'fl'lert s Secret• 
i nvolving a wrder nt a strMge gold tl eld l n t.he heart or the Halle e. 

n,e old fella, had reoe.tned Tel')' tit ; although ln his sevent ies he was abl e to use 
bls n sta , halt two r:iaddened boltl 11£ horses, Tsult a tf ve-barred gat e , swim the Harbour ·.., 
t ro:i Pl nchgut to XlrTlb ll l l In a rn ln stonn , "1d NP two ctles fn record t1t"Je. 

l:lolces , 11 ye.'.ll'S older , Sld suffering t ree rheUC!atl so am the inevit able ef f ects 
ot h is e-,rty drug tak ing halillt s , Is In TO.St]¥ lnfer l cr pti;ystcal condi ti on.. 

FRCJ1 THE Ht:ISA(jfl:fl S ~rn 
BY o, Ne,can 

l n Ute ar ti cle 11L.et• s Be Cont roversial About Sexton Rla:.e• (February c .n. ) U:te news
agent gets the bl.aae t or the tact t1l.1t you do not see th e s . B. l.. on dl spl81" In OKIY !llops ., 
sa I tht nk th ls ls a good U me to put tornord a few tacts. 

The cat n t act Is that t her-e Is li t tl e or no deotlld tor s . s.L. troro the casual read.er , 
n:>st of t.heo go to regul~ readers. I speak t roc rourteen years 8l:J'er1ence a.s a n:t a ll 
newsagent, and ot course as o. keen reader or the Lt brnry. I have ol,w.ys kept a good di~ 
pl a;y ot the Ltbrary , but desp i te dlaplaytne tbem o:::ong the general papert actca, wi th the 
other Ll brar t es arwi, with th e weelr:Jy and montlt ty mgazlnes , I 5:1, lltr:t ld It d td not help 
th e tales. 

1b8 second t act l a that tbere t s no help tram t.he publi shers 1n t.he war or ad'rert,
ts lng tn the gm1eral press or en n 1n the trade gutda., 

The ttllrd t aot la tllat most casual readers pre rer to pny 216 , r ?,/ 6 tor a book, as 
I.hey sem to t.hlM tbe core 70u P8Y the bett er t he stor7, a tac.t bcffl e ~ ey the ra.,t th at 
"1 811 Ccra:I published Jack Trevor Stor'J' ' s •tttx t1e A Person• im sold 31.1 our tn ttt al order 

out tn three tEY•, ~ye t "' eouldn •t se ll one extra oow or l t ,men tt appeared a.a 
• Ntne O'Clcdc ~ (S.R. L. No. "'11). 

The newsagent 11.ke every one else Is on))' try ing to llaike a ltv t ng am Wf¥ c.,gaz tne 

-----· ···- .. ·-----------·---···-···--- ·-·-----· 
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he has 1ert are n. C-OGl)l e te l oss . It he had one copy ot each populcr weeklY tw')CI month ).y 
magaz ine left on his hands he would l ose over ele ven p.:i~s a oont h, 1'hlch raeans he has 
to sell OVQI' ror t y-r our poundswor th ot oags a month be!or e he CM even .st or t t o c:.ake 
enoo.gh to pa,y r ent , wages , etc . , irid ot course there are also the dal lY paper s he has 
ldt as well . 

It th e Fl eet.way Pr ess were t o do acme adTertts t ng to h elp the newsagent, t he.Y ltOlllt 
f i nd h bl oo]y too pleased t o g i ve th e Librari es a good d l sPle)'. 

~ m=~:1L~ ~ed~~B~~~ ~~e~n;~:~~~~xc~~~~~s~~~l~~~:~th:r:~ 
fault . We rep eat our e.ontentlcn that ctreul atl oo Cd) never build up unl esa th e S.S.L. h 
on :!ilcaw io attr act th e casual pl.lX"Chcser "10 oay well beeooe a regular reeder . The 
so lUtt on t s ~ aITilJ'l,gement tor a month ar t wo dur'ln a: 'ftll~h tl oe newsagent s CM \ ~e the 
s.a.L . on sal e or return. SUN).y such ~ pl an eould be opera tiv e . 

•• 

t.£TI§ BE CCNTROVDUHAL AB()(J1' §0:.TOH Bl.A.KE 

One ofter th e ot her th ey han gone. The late s t to dlsatiP ear Ss KNOCKOUt'. Sl owty , 
but " Uh deadly pers ist ence , th e pre--war paper s han been kill ed or r. Count up how cony 
or the ruch l oved, gra,d old ti tleo have van i shed t n th e pss t f ew years. Are we to belt1 
th at. tl\e 9,1pport ror th e old p~t!I'S was not so great. es ror the new'? Or ts tt th e pollc~ 
ot the pubU~er s t o sweep away every li nk wtt.h th e old .4. P. de.Ys? 

so KNOOCM has gone. One, at pr ese nt , Is l eft - SEX'J'Ol Bl.AKE L IBAART. I n tr)' t ng 
t o save 1t , SN we, meto,phor t oa.l lY , trying t o battEr down a soltd brl~ Mill by but t in g : 
with our heeds? 

In r::, vtew, t he on ]y thtn g l'tltch bas kept th e reciow: L1br8J"Y alh'e t ill no" ls th e 
hope that Sext.on Bl ake t1l ght apptoar ln a t el nt s lon sertes . 'lbat Woul d have g l nn BIAke 
a gJgan tt c new lease or Ute. But It has never I:l&.t er lall sed . 

Hart.In 1l'IOC1e.a, tb1I famous ..rtter or Bl ake stor i es , has sOCJB ext reoe ]Jr opt C()Cll"Jent s 
to cate en this matter . He ltr'l tes: 

•one wst assume tha t th e proj ec t we., dro pped because or a la ek or Int eres t bJ' th e 
Ac:erle&1 mark~t, Nllch prefers an Arierlcan hero to a 8r l ttsh . •The sa tnt • had , ot eours, 
alrcl!dy been :.ai rleanl as ed. It l s poss ibl e tha t th e Acer lc.efls pni t err ed to «t;Y th e Blol 
~ l'I. with •n sun set St r tp • rath er t.htr'I to Jq,o rt th e orig i nal . So we have th e a . s.c . 
l>oost lng a Frm.eh det ecti ve, and I.T.v. booa:t.tng ,u:iet'l can dete cti ves and Aoer t c:.ants ed 
• Brttls'\ 1 dlarac t ers , such as tbE! Acerlcantsed Scot l and. Yard or "The Pursuers" and the 
J.mer lcantsed •Ghost Squoo".. Lockhart encl St eed or •The J,:n mgers" are about the on ly 
r .. v . d&t ectl ves tdlo r::iake no con,..ess Jon to tll e AI!lerlcan taste dld market.• 

In rv OtC'l YleYJs , Hr . Thanas has squ.."lrel.)' h1t tbe na tl on th e head.. He oight ban 
added th e A.oerlcanl sed Harte. Sabre stor ies , such M th~ wero . I bave l ong r egarded •The 
Avengers" as the oost deltgh t t'Ul thr ill er prograi:ce on t el evts lon today. Clean as a new 
pln, tul l or kn"okout thri ll s &nd Intriguing mystery , th ey are as Bri tish as Nelson '• 
oolw:n . •s t eed' Is Ule perfect Brlt l:tl detective, end " hen • Cat.hi e Gale" .,pears 1n t he 
a"t<:rtes , played by the locoq,nr at>le Honor Blac!a:w1, M; have a wonderful «cb 1nat lon . EY 
week, w1t.hout ta ll , as •ttw Avengerd' ends, a:COtl)anled bY Dankwortli •s t asc 1nat l.ng the ne 
rualc , I StO' t o thos e aroll'ld oe: • Pl.ea! good old Se:zton BlM.e .• Arxl Men does tll ls tin e 
8rJt1.!ta th r ill er eppenr on t e leYl s t on? f'or a long t t ce It was t.el evl sed en Saturdays , 
stortlng e t twen tY ctnut es to e l even et ni ght .. At pr ese nt It cooes on Burxl:ays starting 
a t t.,enty cilnutes to el even a t. night . fl'le pert eot shc1ili t or youngsters , or tor tl'le )'OWl& 

in hl-ar t ot all aees - and It c:.ooes en ftben oos t peopl e are too:211~ ort to bed. Could 
a nyth l ng be oore utterly absurd . 

onoa again Colle c tors t Digest appea ls to all It s r eooers everywhere to •ack. up Ule 
sexton Blake Library. Order I t t roci yOUP neNSagent, t or , the dlstr l butt on systEc beJng 
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ma t lt 11 , you are 1.l'l.llke)y to see lt 1D fl!.e mps . F'or °"ersea.:: NN:lera , send your 
orders al«. t o us. l!fxl ift! will bode a subscr ipt i on tor you. 

It. ts surel.Y worth "11l e to cia)c.e big err crts to save tilts greoo old Br it t~ periodical . 
It wtll cos t you 21- per conth - the equi valent or 9 cigarettes . He tie.)' be hlttln,: our 
heads agains t a brtck wall , but It the end c.oll'l!s we shal l know how the lands li es .. and, 
ffla.t l s im:ire lCl)Ortan t, ~ !!hall know t.hat ffi! have done our beat . 

,_ ................................. -, .... ·------·---... ·--··· ...... , ........... __ ., ...... ._ .. ~-,.~ ............ ..,. ........... -.... _ ... _, 
wA!ff'ED - Nelson Lee Ll bt'""...rles, fi rst , second and third new series. Ol d sertes No. "88. 
oriirruu •Ezra ()Jfrt.:~ series Schoolboys CMl an:! Bays Friend Llbr-cr l ea (St , F'rank' s oa]Jl') 
coueeurs' Dtiest s 1 - 38, 75, 7'J. All to be tn ttr,t class ooncUtton. Full est deta il s 
1~1ootng pr ice end ser ial ntitbeN to 

.NORJUJl PRI.Gll:LL, J.} BRAE STREET, .. LIVFRPOOL, 7 . .............. _.~ .... --~---" '"'M·'"_.,,.,.,_,H,,,_ .... _,, _, 

WANTED - ~ts Noa, 119(r12C9 ( Incl.) 1212, 1393, 1307, 1)17-1350 (Ir.el.) l l&,31, 1510. 
~ R. w. RJQi/JiOOCll, TCOIOR11I JtJHIOR ecm,r SOIOOL. OCU:tJ.8 fl<W>, TOI.WORTH, 
S(RB[ TOH• ~ . 
··-·~·-"··- ·-·-·-"--"• '-'"'"'"'_ ...... , ........ ..,,H ......... _ ....................... ._ .. , ...... _, ...... , ... HN"- """ ""' .. ''"'"-"''""'_ ....... ,., .. , 
WAHrED - Collectcrs 1 Otgt1at Amual for 1960. 
liic'11.TNE. EXcn.sJOR HCU5E1 GROVE ROJ.o, St.RBITO., SU!.REl' • _ -.. - ......... ...-............. _,,, __ ....... -..... _. __ ............ --............ -.... __ .. ,_..,_ ........ -... -, .. --.......... ___ . 
~ N: . ~ :i:.~~:n1~1~0~~!:s ;tfc::~e:oin1~i,~ :~: ~5'f~~7 Oer.s 
&xcdlent eonc:Utton. £4 15s . 
Bc:u,d vol.uxile cont a ini ng ZJ Gems betflleen Ho. 1557 31d No. 1!1)6. l.ov~Jy oopltas .., .;.} 1,i:;11. 

Poist.nge a:tn. 1n both cases. S.A.E. first, plf'ase. 
ERIC f'/,nIB, D:CElBIOO. HCU3E, OllWE ROI.D, .~811'0N , 81U!EJ . ... ,_,,, _ _ _ ,.,,,.._,, .. _,..._... __ ...... _ 

f'al BA.IE Cf!. £XCHAHJE ... ttagnets , Cems, Nelsm Lees, . B.F .L •• s.o.L., unton Jack s , etc. , 
Senc1 your fdlts l lsts. 
YEtNOO 1JJ , 52 OAlClEIOH CAADENS, WHL'TSTOOE, ~ · N.20. 
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HAMILTONIANA 
LET'S BE CX>liTROVERSI.tL 

!lo, 65. THE roUR HOPSD01 

We ell bad our l ikes a:nd dis lik es among the vari ous types of 
s tories . A student of character might got n comprehensive knowl edge of us - of our intelligence and our personalities - if he could glean 
from us parti culars of our tastes in the old s t ories . 

Tom llopperton disliked stories of missing heirs , of ventriloquism 
and of impersonators . He should then , like St . Jim ' s better than Greyfriars or Rookvcod , for too Gen presented much less of that eort of 
thing . Offhand , I cannot remember any missing heir stozy in the Gee. There vere plenty st GNyfriars and Rookvcod . It i s difficul t to de-cide vhich vas t he best of t hem. The Mornington- ' Erbert series was may. be the most charming and touching , th ough it often f:ri.'lged on melodrama and today there is a scent of old lavender about it. The }'lip serieo i, cemorable fo r the affection which the li ttl e vaif had for Bill y Bunter . It contai ned so many first-cla ss tales . 

I never cared for the Skip series . It vas typical of t he latter-<18.y Magnet end had its moments. It was vritten vi t h great co:,ipetence even t hough, fo r me, it lac ked something which some of t he earlier serie s had possessed . 
I think that , possibly , Tom llopperton vas a trifle hard on t he missing heir th eme, th ough I agreed vith much of wlnt he ,m,te . With 

miasing heirs , ventriloquists, and impersonators , one had to suspend cred ulity ·- but one had to do tha t when r eading DOst of the st ories which we enjoyed in our youth . With the missing heir them one had to "' · swallo w so much coincidenc e and contriv ance. 
Most of us enjoyed 8\mter as a ventri l oquist , But once asiun , il 

we didn ' t like ventriloquists we could turn to St . Jim's which bas no re si dent voic -t hrower . Rookvcod md Von R;yn, thoueh we heard nothing 
of his powers after th e first few year s of Ro9llrood . 

All three schools had thei r impersons tion stories . Kerr v..., 
supposed to have a gift as an impersona tor in many tal es . fut it was , of course , 'iibley of Groyfriars who made that type of story entirely 
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his own. 

I think it is fairl y certain that the aveI'880 read er liked the 
stories on any of these theces . In fact, down the years in the Magnet 
there were so many tales of missing heirs, ventriloquisc and imperson 
ation that one would hardly have become a regular r a der at all of the 
Magnet if one did not t ake such stories in one 1s s tride. 

The secret of it all was in the woy tha stories were told . Charles 
ilar.iil ton wrote so well that he could make even the ridicul ous see,, 
feasible . But, in the hands of~ writer withou t his gifts, even a good 
plot would have amount ed to nothing . 

The Strong Alonz o series was sheer fantasy . Yet so well was it 
told , so bri l liant were some of the character et c~ i t contained , 
that it beca.T.e an imnense l y readable series. I have read it many times, 
and never cease to enjoy it. However, Strong Al Onzo stcod al one. It 
was never rehashed as was the missing heir theme. 

A:ey series had a n advantage if it was not predictable by the 
reader . The missing heir t heme was usually obvious froci the start , 
even though , as in the Skip series , it covered eight stories in the 
talling . 

The l ast of nr. llopper ton ' s pet aversions was t he school c owboy, 
and here I am with him all the way. In this instance , t he Gee was the 
main culprit. In the eerly twenties, llildrake was introduced to an 
already overcrowded stage . He was the last new pe~en t characte r tc 
be introduced at St. Jim ' s , and , along with l!r . Hoppert on, I sho ul d have 
been happier without him. Why he was ever introduced i s n eystery , even 
th ough Cl'e.rl es Hamil ton my have foreseen that travel ser i es in the Wild 
\les t in the Gem a few years later. 

In any case , St . Jici 1s already had Buck Finn, th o\l8h we saw little 
of him down the yea rs. 

Of Yu-. !!opperto n ' s Four Horsemen, I think I liked the school c ow
boy the least of all. I think we shoul d have l ost not hing if he had 
never been invented . But t hough I think th e cissing heir was plugged to 
death and he of t en gave me a pa.in in the neck , I sti ll think we should 
have lost some worth•,drl.le stories wit hout hi.Ir!, or t he ventri l oquist, or 
the impersonato r . 

It' s just my poin t of view! What' s yours? 

• * * * * 
WE REJ,'.EMBER CLIFF HOlflE 

W!§ l<DfOC1,A8T 



:. : one p.,..leular ''"' ot Ille L><'• a. Camvrerslal .,..,0 10, and lanore tile ~ moln t heme under dtlCUHlon . '11\at has happened thta L'IOrlth. Reader, Mn ,potll#lted Uw ,e ctton about Cliff Houae. 
Reader-1 ban dltt arent cxmrlea or Clift House, aoc«'dir& to 11tlet.her Ut«:t on].y know UW: Ha.,ill"<ll'l YeNton, or 111leth.- w., NC&l.l lbi earu.- , the middl e , Ol" tbt lakr Gcbool rt-tend - or perhaps Ml.1 !he S<bOOl&l rl. It I• t.a1rl1 ol efl" "'1 the pictures reoalled to dtttermt mtnds are ,o 1'8l"'tou1 eoneemtng cu r r Rouse. 

~.~!!\~:·::t~~b:a-~:: ~ -:;\r~n:ro~ :a!:: ~~ta 
lh.,bbr treoment he rtodm fr'(I] tl.m to tlm , c:ne hM no tncltnatlon to f'9-oOJ)ef'I the 
t ld~ . 

It la aecep \ed that Charl e, ffati:lllton l'lr"Ote not o:re than tJw first 111 ot th e 84rhool f'rf.ffld stortH . Whether Horace PhUl tps Senter then to<* Oftr. I do not Jtnow, a.ur. h1a CN1 ICbool , NorooTe, ltR>Ml"8d not lone arc.er , :t lth a ~ l e ltr t or 18 7113N. Wbln the Sabool Fr i end tlnlshed 1n 1929, curr H«i1t ap~ 1n Tht School&tr l tn CM> aer tal a. Later on, John Whewoy aan ua the new and lntlnlt.tl.Y ,uperto r curr Hou11, "' t.oh ron ln the School.girl unt il tile fall ct Honta1 ln t9lA '!ht, euperb .rtter took a plast ic .aqeon • a knl ft MCI re=ond t2Jd:t deac2 wood (DollY Jobltn, , Annabel Hltdtena , l hlfflnl Leigh , 1upata .\nlf.hnJ~ , Htlm Stant • dlueictera of ,t u:a I was 1'11'7 tonc1) and cre ated a WMlt new omtcnce for cu rr eouae. Re said 1n one l e\t er to oa that he wu en:zloua t.o wort with hh Ol'Wl ch::rncters , IO cramia1l7 he dropped mtnoi name, (Ph.lll lppa Derwent, Homta Loftin, Heney Bell) ord troueh t In othar1 (l.Ydl a CN.s.sendale , Dt a"\8 RoJst,On-Clark•, Rosa RodMJl'th ) . 
~ had a l"tD8fbb l • underst«ldln& ot t eG!nt nt pqebc,IQO . C.H. tntw nothlrc 1111\at.e"YW" about St , and his fem.le charactwt are t«al.11 unreal, Slid ln the i:atn , ttarJor le Hai.9~ pemo,ia u:copted, unlon11. •Bessie aunt.er or c11rr Rouse Bchool' ls a lUlgar moron cocp8Nd wi th th e Wheway creation . 

mt! NlaqLS - I stari4d to N ad the School F'rlend 1n ab«Jt. 1$25. I ll!ttd Annabel i1ic&n,, a nry 016- fllllhJmtd &h"l "10 lOTtd housewort. ln iht Fifth F'ortill there •• q , uca Jtll J, a t ll"Tmt hobb1t 1t mo goi. all tht na, crues. 'ft\e i:ialn cbaNotera to \h e raurt.h were Bab• Redfern , Kaba t..Jnn, Clara TNv}1n , Pttfllta Howell, Phllltps,4 Dwwr.nt, Harcla Loftus Md Bt11lt Blllter . Aleo Au(uat,a Arlstruther-fliroNlt and I newccoer, Jmlna CMatatrs . Ni u Stfflt wa, the f~ton, 11tatn1s. Beat, &l'ltcr , In tbost da)'s , wu a rsr ntcu lf\araeur tblln depict.Id bJ Roe1r J...ttn, 1n h11 ' Bwlt.e:rs at HCl:II•' 8bt bad a dtarlr' l ond. p8"'0t. 04l.led • Poll.1' "1:tdt wu llllxlst bald wt was tbt lonlt ut btnl In the 'fllOl'ld to Besste . ' 
AU the &lr la '"" Ttr)' fond of Be.ul t , 'fl!'lo •• ktrw:t-heart.td, though u., often lalChtd at her . Ont ..-1u ot Cll tt HOU$t I WQ.IJ.d loTt to reed again . ti oonoemed a 

ftJ7 olC:,,.ta!blcned scbool calltd ' Lilac ROUW aR1 U. wi tr on:i WU alt.er th t 1tT].t ol Qlaktr dr tas. n. a trll fra:t Lllae Hou.,e all lMlt to Cl.Ur Houat t o st,q . 

~ ... In "1:at wa:r _, Besa t t Btmter chwl&ed bl' ttr. ~ We read ot h_. In t.ht 
~ lht,.. rat . llzY, ll"ffd:r. tooll~ , a braaert and a bon"ower. m. talted ot tbt :,pl t1id0Ur'I or amt .. Court , end lnOl'ld at nl&ht. I NClfd>er one st.or7 ebotll Bea.sit ~ttna her dolt>le on the train, and cban&ln& p1*:.ea "1th Mr . Bts•I• went II Coq,tr1lon J o a wealth)' old dlW'.MI tn tile ~trJ ah:! the r6nler OCQ),anlon went to curt KC1Jse a, 'Blu t e Bunter a,d uton l abed tht nattn• , espeoJal lY bJ her prott clena:, 1n aaths. 

NarJarlt Ha:.tldenl as ttnd, bUI. WU ' DOUIF" Cl'I UM ,bole. 8ht ,ru tr ttnd:11 wtt:b lbe ca.tUltne Clllra, wt MTR' pl.aed so I.rat a part u J.-.el. JOl"d#l lllho wu a ftne ewtmer ard a great trlend or Clara. Yet Kar1arle sid Clara wert llhotln a, &Nat tr1 endl In the 118Cnat. 
ot cwne , another b(iJst tchool was lntrodUced l nt.o tbe Cliff Beuse at.crt11 , Sid th.11 ~ to pm.le rtadtn 111ben U-,, t omd ti a dlfh rm i scbool trom Creyl'rlll"S. 
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C2lar&cters 1os t thetr real.tam l'ilen the,, were presented t n e certain MY In one meaazlne. 
5>d cp.lJ.te a d iff erent way In another paper . 

~E\fl~~t~~~~ai~,~~ ~Ub~~~lk~C:, ~.~~e~un6!;r~~~t~: ~~ t-
albs w:1.tlng Ule sto r ies.. It t here "8N! cnly a Wa.Y tor tb es:i to reprin t th e old l!l.as t er
pteoest I know that here we cooe \41 against the old trouble , as In t.he pu t - t.mnl ng 
Magnet series Into 8.0..Ls . tra.stlc cut.tlng would han to occur. But at l east ~td be 
the g (CIJ.lne articl e. 

~~:~ s 
1:°~::· o::;~:' m1!~~;~:'16,!;:: ~bO:O~~t= · o; 

c::ur fa.vourit e dlaraete r a at the helm. Pas t records S'low that a •take-aver« ,rlter t ends t 
re l egata the forcer ca ln characters to the backgrc:tmd and to lntrodUre crea t i ons ot his 
otrrl . Thh l s a falli ng of t he subs , and ii done, I suppose, t o Dake them feel thBJ' aN 
writ ing an orig inal story . I have had tas t es or th e subs eys elt end recall S>l!l8 old 
Gena (arourrl World Wart) which were obvlou.sl)' not 11artl n Cliff ord at all and viUch I 
l ater cUseoTered were written by an author I knew &S J ack North. In his om 6'0r l es of 
hts ON1 scbOols I U kt!d. hi s s t7l e , bUt to me he COCllle telY l ost th il llghH>earted 
atc:;osptwre t hat I alwv a e..ssoot ate " I t.h dear old Bt. J1mt s. We mat only bope tha t m e 
new Oreytrtara chrclntcler ( if Cssse Uts: do deetde to keep t be series l"IDll ng ) "lll be a 
gre at loTer the tl'le ol d school abd lta: orig i nal cre ator Md wtll not ~ r wltll tl'le 
scene ot tl'll n&s aa they ha w alwa,s been at the school ln Kent .. 

rmmr~ ~ ~:: ~= :et!::~~~ :~:~~s:..~~ ::t =~:::.e: ~!ters 
regret tha t th er were m s .oee sat'Ul. ln c.c>turlng th e Orey friars 11>lrtt ., Hod t hey done so, 
"8 might st tll be hav i ng our weekly Greyt r lars stor)r ,, li ke t he Sext on Sl ake f ans flbo ge t 
tbet r stcrtea or the ir fa 'Vourlte eTI!?'Y IID'lth. 

~ fr ~ :!'n;..:e ~~~~n~~ t o~ Cl~rtenH:e :~ ~=:r~:r:~l~~r~tr; ~ ::: 
th e M""1es bas been i.a,ken out ot hts hsnda,, al ways retused t o allow Ore, tr lars to be 
1ntrodueed. It l s, perhap s ,, tb e cos t reas t bl 6 aolu tt on of th e puzzle ,, but tt lnt rodu.oes 
another poser . [ t he could pre-, ent Greytrtara fl"Cl:l being 1:1entloned tn the curt House 
s ta' les , .to' was be mab l e to prennt aut>stttu te Greytrlers st.or I es be lng "C"t teen? Or 
was be gtven sc:ce eool tnen t t or allowing sub t ahs to be wrl tien ? cer;alnly he nner 
gan the lq:,res s l on ot any sic h tll'T'M8eoef'lt In his l ett~ r a. 

ttr. Wheway,, In hi s l etter to Hr. Kirby , bears oot the cont en ti on w,e nlde 1n •The 
Ioonocl ~· . He was anz lous t o 'fl:;l[t( wltb his OM'I dl aracters .. hl'J' should Hr. Whe"8)' u se 
a ~ eonls knl h on m otbOr man• s or eatloo s? WhY d id not tr. WllewaY ccnoen trat e ht s 
talents on a sch ool of hb o..n lnnn tlon? Sur elY nobody 1'ho remtmt>ers the rtr s t f ew 
year s ot the SChool rr t end ,;ould r easonah l.7 regard such characters as OollY J oblln& • 
Augus t a J.nst:rutht!! -Bro wne,, Vtv t em e Let&,h 1 and Helen Stone ( school capta in ) as deed 
"""'1 . 

It ts certainly trUe that Bessie Bunt er ,, ln Ole School Fr tllfld,, was a mJch more 
l OT"abl~ g irl th an S'le was ever presen t ed ln t.be t18gnet .. 

1 BJC CHIEF BUtffER9 (F ?'Mk R1d':18fds ) 

\.Jlen• fltty rears ago , 11r .. Bro -. of Taranakt , NE• Zeal and, sent h ts son Tom t.o 
Greytr l ers Gehool, Hr . Br"ON'I did not OWi an Ur Lt ne. IT. Brown was a good bu s i ness man 
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and M a son '?al was a .!llr'ewtl .n:J .,ens lble lad, but tt Is Wlll :Ce]y that , tn those t ar-o ft 
days , ,t ther em t sagOO the .ioss t blltty of ,Ur L ines exi sti ng In the dlo and d istant 
tut ure . 

But, ln 1963. Hr. Brom does , In f act , or;n m Ai r L1ne 'lhleb cperates a aer-Ylee 
be~en Symey and Auckland. lbjer thes e clrcur.1Stcno:?s It Is quite natural that In th e 
la t est Bll ]y Bunter book, Hf'. Sl'Ol'll'I should be having h ts s:m ha:.4: tor a holtd 8)', and gtves 
hln pena.J.sst on to take s l i: trl erx!s wtt.h hlt\. Ii Is rathe r sur-prlstng tha t thi s nner 
happ«led befor e , t or tti e CreY!r lars ctu:!.s M!N gre at gl~ tters . HaYbe, 1t th e Hagnet 
had las ted a l tt tl.i l onger ., we should hove enjo)'ed 'th e New Zealand Serl es"'. 

Regret.tablY enough, even In thi s nen storY , the chUm 00 not reach Nfc1'V Zealand ti ll 
the l a.st page or the book. The re«lerts anttct pattc:ri quickens di.ring the earlY chapters , 
tor-there ts th e pro i:ltse or s>l!llth~ re al })' new In Ore:,trl ors trave l , llut Ule plMe on 
Nlldl t.he party t s trnveUtng has to l OD:! on a sca11 sout.h seas Island , and, to pus away 
the et..-. , the PeDOUs F'ITe Efld &llt.er go t ar a aea tr ip In e soall boat with a scUth.,.sea 
lsl.allder . Fro ti tbts rather rt'Ckless proceedt~ we fl nd that our Ol'll'I Tl slt t o New Zeal and 
JI • ot P on:! we are l anded 1n yet Mor.her South Seas adVenture. 

TOCI Browll never t eatured very l argeJ.y tn GNYtr tars ht st o17 1 though he hOO C1,Jlt e a 
fa.:,::w rad io aet befor e the war. He does not rr.ake ht s carte. tn thl s new :it.or,r, tor he Is 
oft t.he scene duf'ing co.st ot the tale . c Thi s t s probab ).y as i t should be . Frank Richards 
was never egat n to Nke th e C%T'Or of l ong ago 1n al l owing hts minor Charecttirs to take the 
lt =-ellght troo the leaJtng players . 

Thl s Is on ext..re::ie).y well -wri tten :tdventure sto ry . Actt on ls , of necess l cy, Te?')' 
8"1tf t 1 and d ial ogue ls never excess ive .. 

niere ar e soM <!ellgh t tul lY pl eture SQue desor lpttn r,Msages. It Is , i n th e <lplntcn 
ot th l s cr t\ le , f'rsnk Rtchani s• bes t tra vel st<rY si nce the w.ir. He al.Rl!YS l oved wrtt t~ 
d the Soo&b. Seas , 600 1n this stor)' t here t s lit tl e dOUbt kit th at he enj oyed hklse l! . 

ot cour se , the eQ'ly pra:il:sie or smeth t ng new ts not ca tnt a lned, and f or h i s ha.si c 
pl ot the mJ.thor went a lorw way back - to the Hae;netf a Congo aer t es or 1922. That "8.S 
w rtrs t big t.ru'lil ser t es In the Hagnet , end wtill e It was N'lll t ng, the pa.per l nt roclleed 
t ts f a..'"WlUB J illCJIII' nnd black eovE:r. TodW, ooe sel dom sees atl1 reference to the Congo 
ser i es , but tha t 11 posslb ll' oore <lle to the l ength or ttoe that Ms el .ipsed s ince It was 
published tbDll. to leot of popu.larltY of the ser ies at the t lm& ft ll.We.ired. 

ffle re al no"rel~ of SIC Oml' Btffl'ER ts t hat ~ see Bunt er as his t alll ll ar pos t..-owaI' 
sell, tiui. get al.So t'l.3AY glttl)ses ot the Bunter of the early t wer.tl es , l'tl&n he ~s far 
l ess l ovabl e. 

Bmt ert s T6fltrtl cqul sc has , in recen t oontha , rcee lved a back-hander ln Coll ect ors • 
Diges t, tl.i t I U\l nk lt U ke ly that most re~s enj oyed the s tories i ntzoduc lng hta 
atranie girt. ~ Rtdwrds had th e knao:t of ot.klng th! lq>rotiabl e or even th e 1!11)oss1ble 
Into ocmtnll' lng and m joyab l e reading ca t er-lat. 

.Because tile co:ieo aer i es ls not pnrt Jcular ty well Jcnorn , 1 8lg Chle t Bunt r:r' will 
eooe t.o wiy Naders Yi'lth a chan:il ng am c:US3l'Dln& rresmess . 

When I read of Bunt er te rr i fyi ng t he oam tbals by ~Ing the Idol speck , I got t ro t 
stran&• , r ather del tc tQJ.s , noat.aJ.&le feel i ng Mit ch I ezper tence Men I see oo t elev ta lon 
50t'.le ot those old mTles which are condecn.xl by th e h ll,htlro,f cr ttt es , bUt enjoyed to' 
everybody else . 

•Btg aite r Bunte ..- will r ing t he bell - part lcul arl.1 wt th the yoongaters . 

YE OLDE GnH(p; HIH 

Al,w.ys try t o dr l ve so that ycur ltcerice will eJPIN betON you do .. 

', 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
CONDUCTED BY JACK .OOD 

RAMBLillG JOTTINGS 
By J ack Wood 

Last month ' s query by Mr, J , A, Wark, of D\moon is eas ily answer
able , al though his actual recording of the opening of the story i s no t 
quite accurate , 

ilith No. 62 of the first edi ti on of the Boys ' Friend 3d Li brary 
before me, the actual quotation is: "Pass ! Pass! Tackle him, Patsy ! 
Oh, well played Tim! Hurroo ! Goodrin 1s got it again! Shoot ! Shoot ! 
Goal! GOAL!" 

The words are the opening lines of Naxwell Scot t •s The Football 
Detective ~ a ta.i e of Nel son Lee, a.'ld the Boys I Realn i s a reprint of 
the serial which ran in the Boys ' Herald from October 21st, 1905 to 
March 1oth , 1906. Illustrated by Val Reading , the serial ran fro m No. 
118 t o No. 138 of the Herald, and was t he third of a popular run of 
llelson Lee serials which ran in the Herald, and were af terwards repub
lished in the Boy' s Friend Library . 

The three se ria ls , of course were Nelson Lee ' s Pupil , which ran 
from No. 2 to !lo. 23 ( 1903 to 1904j and illustrated by Harry Lane , t old 
the story of Nip per ' s adoption by Lee . Nipper ' s schoo l days , with A, H. 
Clarke as the art ist , ran froljl lies . 73 to 97 or from December 1904 to 
June 1905, and recounted Nipper ' s early days at St. Ninian ' s . 

!lippe r did not appear in The Football Detec t iv e until the closing 
chapters when he, and Lee's oth er ward, Dick Starling (or Syme) are giv, 
leave from St. Nini.an I s to see Lee play for Newport Rovers agains t 
Blackburn Rovers at Crystal Palace . 

In The Foot bal l Det ective we are introduced to Frank Goodrin , a 
young orphan of 28 years of age , who is a machine hand at Brincliffe 
Iro nstone Mines and ins i de right for Newport Rovers, fonnerly "Cock o ' 
the North" but now struggling t o regain lost fortunes with · a good run :iJ: 
the cup after losing interest in th e l eeg,,e . 

Frank is engaged to Maggie Nemo, a lxal board schoo l teachez , 
who turns out to be a typical Maxwell Scott missing heiress . Frank 



----
becomes involved in a kidnapping and an attempt to smoar his character 

with a cunler cmrge , and Lee io brought into the case to find t he 

heiross and clear Frank ' s name. Naturally , everything turns out well , 

and Lee and Goodwin score the vi ta1 goale in the finD.l after Blackburn 

had tak,n the lead to g1 ve llewport a 2- 1 cup win . 

Lee, 1 t eppoared , was an old Corinthian , and one of the finest 

aoateur outside rlehts in the game. 

Thi3 was not the s to r,y in which be appeared under the name of 

Leeson. That was one of his favourit e aliases , for he used it in two 

ser ials . In Detective Warder llelson Lee, serialised in the Boys I 

f'riend Nos. 237- 257 ( 19()5..6), Lee came to St Ninian I s as g,,,:,es ,raster 

Leeson to sol ve the riddle of another missing heir , but ~lr. llsrt: ' s 

stocy in which Lee acted ae trainer Leeson W38 actually Out to Win, 

another Q!ll"ly r.axwell Scott yarn which ren in Boys' Reale 431-445 

(1910) . 
ill. these st ories , by the way, were reprin ted in the Boys I 

Friend Lillr:lry later on , though not qw.te as "later on" as Mr. \lark 

suaests when he talks of 'about 1925* 
In llut t o Win, Lee became associated with anot her Scot t hero, 

J ae.le Bsrtloy , vho appeued in a mi::ber of detective and sports stories 

by th e Yorl<shire author. With illustrations by E. E. Briscoe , who a t 

that ti cie was the Resm' s l83ding artist in this typo of stocy , Out 

to Win had Lee figuring as the new trainer Leeson f<»: The Svifts , woose 

crack fo rward , Fred Forest , i s accused of l!IUI'dering his unclo . 

Lee kept t he team at concert pitch , and this tice had a "double" 

the Svifts beating New""stl e United et Ctystal Pal ace in the Cup Final, 

and also winning l eo.gue promot ion on goal average! 

Incid entally , in reality , the Cr,ystal Palace Cup winners in 190'5 

were .lston Villa o.~d in 1906 Everton , both best 11ewcastle United . 

* * * * * 
A!l Ol'Fli L,,""'I'T!l! 'lO ALL i!EISO!l LEE: OOLUX:TORS 

From Robert Blythe 

Otar r,now Readers, 
In 19}3 , atw n~l7 5 71nrs or vtc1as l tudte , tM Helton lAe tt naU, caff up Che 

ibOst. f odaY, ne.ariy thlrt.Y years la ter ( Ultrt,y Y'lt.rsl ) Cl\ue re" page, are all otted to 

Nello• I.M coll ectors tcr the purpose ot reoan11n& c<IDlnts 000 resu lt s or Nseerchu fer 

the benefit s or oihers wtcb siollar' tnt-eruts . hhat tba, cm Cibe 1n"rest ed find In these 

pages? to put tt bluntl.71 precl ow llttl t l JU& Wocd dots hts leTel bt8' , tio, wltb ,o 

t ew contr l bUtoN (and we ewe a l ot to t.hest tew) it Is a thankle ss t nsk. What Ulen 11 

t.lle r euon tor th i s apparent leek or st.l)port? 
out ot ourlostty 11n co lleet.e<I ,ca: t1cure1 OOCJ>lled m::c la.It :,eart1 ' 'llo', Who" 

One lilleht SJPPO .. l'rUl the scarclt.r or 'llll"lttrs that lnkre1t 1n the Htl.son LH ts eltber 

<1.ILl!l'-11l.lil&,- 112S...Wl-- :l!i1 • .llll:lll'JIW .. J.ltlll, .. u. .lll4.~ .. Il>!!n .. lll:\I ... O,Q .. l .«u .l.llM.9J .. J!~ll. . 
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tCJO prottu an lnt-ernt ln the N.L., d'ld tbts out ot a t.oial ot 199 Nh<>M NDas appear"kl . 

Wben one oona:tder1 tta eoon:ioua popularU7 n. ts ~ltYlnc to ttnj Wt Ute tot.al maber 

ot &.hose ,t)O are tnt ere1 ted In the Hagnei la 153, no , doubl e that o f U'lt ff.t.. Now I rlnd 

t.hla ei:tNoe lJ lntereattnc t or the tollowlnc NaJOns:• 

( a) Tht Hagnet aJMITed tb t N.L .. Ly llfln year, t bl'NfON: near1¥ .i 

wiUN 1enerat1on sr-- up •Jib c.bi Ncnat etld tncw Jng not.bin& 

Obout Ul e N.L. 

(b) Stories or Cr e7ft' t ar1 ha"fl appeared regul arl.1 onr t2u1 pa,t W:n 

to tl tt een 1ear1 , tbua teeptnc the eharoct er, tn Ute put,llo qe . 

( c) FIW\k Rtcha.rd1 had a1wa1s t.ekan a trtendl.7 Interest Jn our 
aottT1tt es 11titab ta acre tboQ oan be .seld tor £.S.B . , I Ngnit 
to l l(f. 

(~) Onr th e :YtQN s lnoe Ule club1 were rtrst torDld , there ha.I 
been an enornou, oo,mt or publlo lty with the ll)Otllght oon
tlnutlllY on Creytrtars, or ll'loUJ.d I Sl!f/ Bunter . 

lhd r :: 1:!1::0 ~;i~ ,:;a:=. !! :!1'a!: :';j'::i ,': :: =!:: obtloual, at.Ill holf 
The ntn ~stlon 11 how 1811' or tbeH 9J a ln tbt Nelam LH a1 their first cbolM? 

~ = ~~ :,1~~r~;;'a:!~,:':.on;=.~::·~~k:p1'bt~o~ o~:01~:!! tt 
Magnet, eight .eea at t trat &lMCe IOD8"1at depres st nc. llowenr, I dO not see it l ike Ulat 
at alt. Tht ttac.net' , popular tt, I accept aheerfllll.1 (lt "°uldn' t do t111 cood 1t I dtdnt t 

SOWS1), tar tbe reason, I'• • alre~ mntton.i , Wt bow doH Che N. L. ' • populerlt7 OOCJ"> 

pare wtth oUltr paper.-? t s the aec eore popul8r? Not on your ••• •• , 0011 9 ooU•otora 
&11'1 tb.e Om u tlrst. choice . 1'bl Popula' . Not one 11.n&le toltc.ary CIU..tt<lDd"l 1bt s .o. L? 
JU1t ooe. Other peper.s outstd• the No&ntt &J"OUP don't tare CL1eb bet ter t ither. '!be triton 

Jeck doe, better with 11.i. Those peper1 bttore 1911.a get. 1.} and all tb t reat ot the &J'Oll)s 

put together oan 0011 muster 18. 
All lhh doH not citan th.a t one paper 11 better or worse than rlf¥ ot.ber. I han 

nai.ed £S11 tt• a , and tt 11 a t eoet or the Lorxtm Club th at all tnt ff9 11t• lfM)uld be 

o.atered fer and Cl\at one p.ape,• .el>culd "" " bv .U C99d t.o 1war::c, 01ncr lt;7 lntereath HOI 
tf1 whol e ,po lnt Ja '° tkXllf that , tar trcD bltrg a dead l etkl' U>C Ne l,on LN • an.er lbe 

Na&net, hJ.s mort: t ollowt ra thm 1117 other paper. '1tl:t1 Nine s0 , "11 11 n. ,o t• ot you 

rnll7 round wt U\ the occut onol arttcl e . Are 70u ah7'I AN fou Inarticul ate or ls 11 Jun 
plain, <Dl1 to eer t.h, proor a1tln at1on'? ro you real i se th at It all you 28 were to wlt.e on 
arti cl e el!ICh tt would Jr.•op t.hi Helaon Lee Col\llD oo the boll tor 2i yenr al And lf all 9J 
got doM t o lt . 111NO tr tt '"re ODlJ' once tt -,uld ha'H to be done once nery 8 7eora. '!'bi 

Lo..,gtnatll"n boa l t1 at l:bl thou&Jlt. 
Hett UlM 'lllhal. aba.lt U.7 Too b8ft all 1taia<J that U\1 H.L. tnttr 'tl'Ca you to a 

grtA\.IU' or l tHer degre e , well then .. - nae. ~ 10ur" lnt er .. c. with the rest of u, . WbT 
llhould th e Keignetl tes haTt lt nll th e ir CR'I "81'1 "".11 ltlould the Nello n Lee be oontlned to 
a ciere C<q>le or i>3ae61 Ir th e Nelson Lee 111 t o Sll""t'l'f'lil In the c.c. at ~ r ate, you CUit 

all pull your wetght - ot.bt.111tl11 - ftntto l 
At 'Cbl1 po int I .seem to detect cert.aln Nbbltnp to tbe dtstanct am one or two of 

you .,y ffen be popping of t wltb ~lu:J l WbO ts tht a cbe>7 I C8l'I &lao.C. be81' 700 lllf:I , 1 

daN • to 1tt tn J~t? ~n on ean.b !e ht done co help ktep lb e N.L. Colu:cri go t,.-, Hu 

i; ::t::e:=!~!4:~1J7 ~=• :,;t:-001 ~e:!~I ~r ... o!o:: ~ .~:I='=~ Mno~ 
tclu . Ftr1t, then, t edited the N.L. COJ.tlm tor 6 yeara rrcm Its Inception • and ct.lrtnc 
'Chat period wrot e many art 10111 wh1c.h ~Pttll'ld bot.h tn tbt c.D. and tht Annual. Bo a.aob 
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IO that a t th e end or th a t p .. tod I hat! n.1n out or ideas {tf.lld\ nffer CaM 1'et7 ea sllY 

ir1d USU4ll1 ceant QJO.'l bUrnlng or the a ldnt&ht oll L) Its beCQU.99 I know th • dtrtl oult.1 

Jeot Wood Coces enry month that l decided t o 1rtt e tbts screed , 1n tbe hope tmt s:>Dt 

ct 70J • Ill r&1l7 round 1n Per tncre u trw nucilera wtt.b 8l"t1olta ar enn ,uggestlona 

tCll' artlo l u end t.l1ll mkl thl N. L. Coltn1 o Ti t.al ~t ot tbt c.o. 
tno ldCntellY , t h&Yenft .v1swered the questi on •What have I wrln en la t e lY?' 

Well, tor til t past year I have been dolna: a tot or Nsearch tor a Nelson Lee Cotalogue 

m b tb llQCl"tllbY or Ult wttl nga or E.s. Brookes, lltlld\ wttb Q>' uaial oode1t1, I can 

d a le to bfl the )tlggu t Ull ng or lt s k ind t.bot ha.a ner been atttrl) t ed. So I hope I ac 

rora:tnn on t'bat aoore. 
w,11 theNI It I! . Jt n had rq St!fl· Now tu ent trel)' ~ to yoo. 

Tours s lncerel:r , 

BOB 61.TfflE. 

Ji;5.j;fJ:1w 
•I h3d a n ry,'tl(ll')' wnm ll)O t In rr he&rt tcr the Nel ,on Lee. • s o n ld Hr. 

Ctol'£t lms , the prodUoer ot th e 810. Sid Whi te 111n1tn l Show, tc our FAit.or . 

What ts 1L that C&tSel ,ca ptq,lt tc t on:i. au.ch on attac?Dnt to th e Nelson Lff , 

llflll5t otbtrs are left st<ine cold? n>e old adage of •one t>anl • ma t t s mo ther cant a 

potson- OOH not answer the CJltllt too aa qulte 11 tew oollec t ors an keen on both f.he 

Nelsoo Lee arxt oth er books. 
Ao Ol'd«1t coll ect.er er ruder ot the Kagnet Sid Oeo ls rarety lnt ONsUd. tn th t 

JH:lacn Let . 'ffl8 praUclcus cvt.i,ut ot OW-lu Hamilton could bt ctie UJ)lenattcn 1n th:it 

Che Rac11ltonlan mt.h.lst u t ha1 qulte enOUCh t o cq,e wt ai , without coll ectt.,- , er Nad ltlK 

other author-• a works. 
On the other tuioo, thl Htla on Let 111thust aat l a lnvart abty int ere s t ed, to a 

1u ser degree , tn thl Naenet and Oec, and posses ses a talrl.)' good knawltdg t ot H~ll ton 

1ore. · 
Although the a'fer.i&I s:hoolbcJY and school&trl waa not 1nJUly crttl alll ln tbt ca t ter 

or llter .aturt , I 'JJOOld ,uggea t th ot th ey wort tntl utnced , perhaps , subcon:JClouslY , b)' 

Clle author •1 chotco or words and th elr orro.naement. 
In tbt ~ ot the Ndaon Lee, wlth the acser lpttn powers ot c.s . Brooks, tbh 

ceuld haTt QBde th e Jci,resslon on r:JM1 ot u, aa lt d i d on Hr. IMS. 

~ All Coll ecto r s• Di ges t Annuals~ tll ~ and t nolud tng 1960. 

S. A. fJ.Of(X{, 520 E. 5th St. , Bttblebe:i , PJ,., U.S. A. • \ 

~ s. o.i... ta, tltl1o n Lee Ho. 130 {old aertea) . Tour pi-tee pa id or s .O.Lts , Helaon I 
1.,ees , Oem, and Nagnota t or exohongt onlY. Would ltk t to con-e apond \11th a reeder "' o 

Is t nt crestecl in Ima ~rs or s.o.L ., N.L., Cea end Magnet. • 

BiUAN HOLT, BRJTISI ~ • RETIJAVll, lai..tHD. 

WA.llffl>: s .o. L•s Hos, 6o and lie. Nagnet s Ho1. 829, ~~~ 868, 874 , 869, 879 , 

~ ~..b._Wllmtl , JOO MQ(H'l&U> c..,_.,ff.,, lc.·------

~ .,i: f:c:'l9f9": m~·a~· ~~ ~ ~~,~·a~~ ·all?&f,1d6f,5'7f.71-J!2· 
~~:.!!!.! 885. tu. J , PJ.aotlN, Z1 AR0miU.E 1IOI.D, f.AST Dll.WIQl1 LCKX:fi, S.E.22. 
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Neetlng held 1\Jeagq, 29th ,•anuoa, J?fi:, 
Lut •n ine we a lased th e pNaene e ot Tom Portu. Tttt a ont , th t Urst or lbe frill." 

Tear, "as oonspteuloua t or Ule absence or Nadge and Jeck Cort>ttc.. A nan QOCUNnct 

exceot tor the h!)Udar period s . There "" "' other &1>0101 t u t or norr appurance from Jot 
Harseon and John Tomlinson or BurtGn end elao trca Ger ald Pri ce. Another t amtll ar t act 
tt>.tch we would ha<re lik ed nz,- mch to Ht wa.s that or oeorge Chal:bam deta in ed on 
business ut'41ra . Nenr th t l 111 nlne of u, enJayed a full pN>&razzme 'ltl lch wa3 1n thl 

handa of T09 Porter Ht 1tarttd with a qu ll ct 10 t teu - S Ham.tltonllf'I lf>d 5 s t . fr.ilk. t s . 

Aa we had SOD1 or these •uue r ,. sen U• ago, the qui& was .,. easy Cl\t and tor the 

records ... tb t BecretarY Wal wtooer . Prize .. a 'Hodem aoy.. Acaln Chert were qutu a few 

ot the se Nodem Boys tl oat ln & al"CUld. Tm presen ted all of us wtt..b Cl'lt tech and Ted 
won one t or •Guessi ng th e Nlanber,• In Uw 1me of ftllln & In th e let t ers th e nui;t>ere 

ore gtTen to tonn a wd l --lcnONl t itl e. Norman, betna the winner , had two or thr ee •Nodern 
Boyl" again t or hl a re.ward. Norman mat ha'f't qu i te a Pil l of th es e portl cular papera 

lltJlc.b he bu won tn tbl l.aat f ew meett naa . there were 1190 •t1.:dem Bo7a' lnclUOed tn 

the tu,dle of bocks flblch ?'eel Dany ""' 1n Ule rattl e , 11CCOlllp,an1'lnl a Nscnet., o• and a 
Bwa.tf' Boot. Ludq 1'ed l 

'!'be ' Coll ector s Jtecd' waa this IIOl'ltb Ute fir st (1920) HoUday Annual . In good 

ooodttlon (Tom's books AN alM11a In th e beat or condition) it Ha.a a ple3..SW"e io '" tt 
once agaln . 

Tom aaw us a t.alk on tlle Creyf r tars Herald . How It or 111nated •at Gre.ytrtars 
School, ed ited b7 HalT)' Whartcn & co .• In 1916. Et&hl.Hn ooa>ers tumid out by th e Ul'Oei 

or th e Rei.cn,5 Ulen the t s t. aer i es c.omenolt11 will\ ator l ea or Lbe •knbo,..• . 
Late r It become th e Boys Rtt'ald and ran UU 1923 .._. ti 111a1 mer&ecl wU.b t.h.e • Nan'el' • 

Follewlna t.hts talk tb ere .a the ulUal dl~alcn and u,e Bo71 Htral d or th t 

cre1 rr-tara Herald (Just u you UJte) wa, a 1ooc:1 SlbJeat, tor It contalntd Creyrr tara , 
St . Jt m•a , Rookwood, St . Frorlt t a and Cedar Creek , '!tie 8enboe, not to rorae t deer old 

Her1o« SholMs . 
A eood prcgraama IUCh t.o th e tas t e of Chose present - Jack Bell rt eld (Chal rwan) , 

fem Pare.er , Horaan Grqo 17, Ted DaTQ, Ra, Btnne t t , Win Brot11, Win Part.ridg e , lAn LldHY 

.,a or count - tb e secre t9,J'7 
HARRY MQIT'£R. 

Neettng held S!1 §&tu..""'1:l§Ye 9U\ Fttll"UQf1s 196} 

Ttlere wu anoW r Sood at tenda'\Ct "*" Chalman , Oeort rey Wtld e , opened our 
r et1nnry • • tln&. eeorr expru.sec1 pl ta,u..rt tha t th t s ecrti arY ..... baiet eaa tn , atier 
be ing absent alnce Noveamer, owJnc to lllnus , eno also ext.ended a war-. Mtlccme t.o 
(f'IOther new mtrrtier , Keith Baldortb or Bradford . 

After the usual tonial busin ess had be.-i deal t "1th 0t l'T1 All l,on Nad us a 
atlec t lon ot con-eapondence Net 1Yed cturffll th e m'lth , l noludl n& a ,uutatl~ .N!N~~ -
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Herseysld e colleagues that we meet theti again tn Hanchcster 1n spring or early sw::mer, 
'Jllhlch, neectless to SlO', Wil! f avourably ro-ce lved by our c:rent>ers. We shall look tc:r"#&'d 
~ seeing tbeci again tn, we hope, bett fr weather conditions t.ha, those prev al U nz ,at 
presen t. A •Cet Well• gree t ings caro , s i gned by oll the inerit>ers, wa.s sent to our fri end 
~are t Jacksm , l'lho ts st il l t n hospital. 

J&Ck Wood followed. vrtt.h a tew intere st i ng lt ems or new:.. He spate wt th ~p r ecl tt
tt on or the LOndon Club's lat e st pr«llctton dealing wtth tNI Helson Lee LtbrQ11' and the 
wort:a or F.dllY Searles Bl'Odcs, which wlll t,e ot great i nterest to ell Nelson Lee enthl.1-
sto.sts. nte •OollY Express" had t.hat morn ing printed a C;(ll'U)On oboot a Robot 80,,ler lltlleh 
the A.ustrnl.lm cricketers were going to use. As J~ pointed out, Bemal"d !Jl.)'n or st. 
Jti::i• s lnTented one of th ese e good many years agol 

c;erry Alltsoo devised Ule KM» N'llch tollowed , 'Who s.:ild --" soce ot th e snytnga 
being well-knOl'll"l ( •Keep &:11llng1 ror Instance) , (tld. soce not so Rell knom , We d lv td.ed 
Into two tems, cre, rrt nrs aro Rookwood, Creytrtar s wt nnt ng by 36 pclnts to 21. Hi ghest 
tndlvldUal soorers were for crey rrtnr., , Toe Brc,m (ceo r rrey Wtld.e) 13 po1nta 800 HlekY 
De~ (J ack All ison) 9 potnts , MCI for Rookwood Kit B:rrol (Hon:ian Snlt.h) and Jonea 
rotnor (Tom Roach) 4 po i nt s eoeh. 

An Int erval for refreshments followed , e~ec lal.1¥ weloocie bec.!t.lse ot the col d. 
weother eondlt lona ooat ot us hod ei;per lenced ctl our tr avels. 

Then Jack Wood. took over a.ga i n nR1 gave us a r eadltia free •Right-Ho , J eeves- bf 
P. G. Wodehouse l'tltd- brought th e c,eettn g to a h llart ous oonclu slon . 

Next meet I flt , Saturda,y , 9th Krrc.h, 
F'. HAHOOCK - Hon. Secr e tary. 

tteetlQS held, JOth f'ebrugrY, 

Despite the tnclei;.ency or the weather , r.he i,J.ocess or the meeting was c.ssUNd bf 
th e very good a ttend.nnce pr esent , the onl.)' absentees be tng John F~ll c.nd Bill Wi ndsor, 
both or vllo l!I ore on the sick list. ~ s lncere].y hope they will be bock oo parOOe at our 
next cieottng ; their coi;iimy ta gre.:i,tly Dissed ot our- get •t ogether s , nnd. we know It Is 
ol.90 a .atter or regret to thEl:'le 

Non:on opened th e meet ing by br inging up t or discussi on .:i nUd>er er lqio rttll'lt 
raatters , 1noludtn.g comspond ence f t'OOI th t Northern sect ion on the proposed tr ip to 
Hollchester In June, 3'ld we are hopeful t:mt th i s venture will mat er i al i se as plcnned . 
We have L'l3llf i:ieuirt es or the lost meeting ot the two sec ti ons men It wos he ld In 
twiMester, md we ootl clpate the nex.t betng equ.:i.llf enjoyable . Aft er the ttnlll'lol al 
report bf the Secretar)'i there ctGKI th e ll br orY bustnesa ; Ul.ls was br1*-, Clue mainly 
to the acquisition or a rumer ot books purchased en behalf or the seotlon by Non::an. 

Folla¥lng retnstoents coo& a reading by Wolter Prichard which w.:is enj eyed b'/ 
a ll, part icul. ... rl.)' ns it 111!18 e nice cMtg e f'rocl r.he u.sool boYs' bock t'lll.t..er lnl. fl'len 
caoe the •Hnoe,....c)c-JJbles" quiz lntroduoed by Frnnlt ltlWln, Md the entries subcltt t ed. were 
boih Ingenious Md awslng , espeolall.Y th ose ot th e w1Mer, Pat t.a."tey , who ,,m hends 
dCllrl, arxt t1eserved1Y so. A t em:i quiz was the next lt eia; this wns yet tflOlher ertort 
or Prent a,.w1n1s , prc vtd tnr. keen coc:pettt la'I between the three s1d.cs, al l ot 'ltla:i did 
Ver'/ well tn n not · too-dltttcult contest. In Tl ew or the lndlsp osl t lcn ot our hos t, 
BUl Wtnd.3or, 1:he meet ing ended a littl e earlier than Usmll , and. ,w should like t.o a.nu 
ourselves or thi s cpportun tty to express our thaMs to Bill aJl1 ttrs. Htnd sor tor so 
klndl.Y prov id ing ract llt l es tor the meeting In the elt"CUJ.:!stanccs . Nu t meetl ng1 SUnd.aY, 
10tb Harch; cect>ers will be not ified bf pos t It the necess ity aris es t or a teq>orar'1 
c.hange or TEl'Jue. 

F'RJ.tlC CASE 

1.1.!!!W 
,,_ •r •, 9.1 Y~lefl! s' the Londoo

0

Club 
1

celebr a ted ,tt s. tlftefflth Ann..ial C:eneral .....,,. ..... 
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NeeUn g at th e PUtn(O' hoDe ot Br im Doyl e on 8\n:2~, Februacy 17th. Highli ght ot the 
gathertncg was tb e plo;ytng or t.he reoordlng ot the B,.B.c. radio te nwre •t s ay 7ou tellowa• 
OU:r Pr es ident , Jc,bn Wenw£1, was tn attendanc e ~ be outli ned th e pl <r!s or th e Fronk 
Rtcharda auaeum co ll ec t ion. Al.lO l n a ttendanc e was Derek Cooper ot Ule B,.B.c. Iai,r us ed 
by '1111\D.~ ha &8llf and heard, ttr . COOper aald th at the re would be a teat.UN abOUt Ule olub and 
hobby 1n •Tom and Arelln<P on B. s .c. T. v. the following evening. 

Alt er his success with the Nelson Lee cataJ.oeue, Bob 817the was elec'8d Cha lnwl 
tor 1963, th e rest or the otttclal s beln& re- elec ted. Bob' s ttrsi Job 1n the cbn lr wu 
t.o C>a'l<llct a Nelson Lee quiz . Len Peekr«I and Charli e wright. tt ed tor rtrsi plao e with 
Dm Websur third. 

Roger Jatktns gave a reading t'r'om Nagnet 1C86, ' Hacker Asks tor lit flflioh ,ras enjay ecl 
Len PaeDM , nOII' recovered from hls recent lUn eaa:, Wall ple ase d to st ate \hat be had 
aeoured t.be rw, or ' Ql l ps' year 1916, wllh aer t el sto JY •'ttle Scho ol Ben• tn tt , ~lob 
he bad been aeeklng t or ye ars. Len and J os i e will be t he boats on Stn101, Harch 17th at 
their E;ut tll l wl ch hooe , ~en one of Che t eaiw-ea will be t he secmd psr\ ot I.he L. P. 
reco rd about Sherl ock HoJ.m&s. 

Lawrence NorelT conducted a quiz and onoe again. th e · taallt ar name, crop up aa 
winners - Don Webster t1rat , Charli e Wr1gM sec<,nd, Len Pac.Jt.m8'l third. The qutz ~ , er 
provided boolt prize s tor th ese thre e ,uoceutul C()q)etttors . 

With nUC1erous Tetes ot thar*s s.o all "'1o ha:S wor1ced tor t he good or Che olub 1n 
1962 we S.Ook our le ave alter one ot the happi est ot A.Ci.N's . 

tN:lE BfflJANIN 

He:t>ers gath ered at th e Book Bargain Bdaar tor tbetr mon.thlf cieett na on Fr-t::ui,, 
Febniary 15th. CnlY one taotcr de tr acted t.ran the pleasure or tho se pr-estr1t s,d th at 
was Ule absence ot one or the olub ' s a tmlleb eat 418tlber s , Viet.or Colb y, lltw> we hope will 
be abl e to loin us next mc;.1Ule 

Olairman, S)'d 9:G't,h, opened th e proceec:Ung1 at 6.JO p.m. wl th e. repcrt on the 
club Dml8,Zlne. ~Jte e. f ew l etter s had blKln. rece ived b)' h ltrl end he pas,: ed on th ese 
enr.hust ost lo ecm:ient s t o the wri ters or th e art ic l es aen tloned. 

Treasurer , Erni e Carter . dealt with olub ttnances after "1 1e.h embers se ttl ed dOMl 
t o hear t.he news !N:G overs eas and other co ll ect ors. 

A l et ter ot thmks troc Roger Jenk ins was read. out bJ the Secre t ary and once again 
the lllet)l)era were t l erceSOOll; tn the i r praise or the ta:>rk be and JCJhn Wem ru. had done io 
turtb.er the cause or ff&Dlltai t a.. 

A pleasant buu or cone r sa t too. t illed U'le neat. balt hour as the curTen t oopte s ot 
•The New&les.ter t ra:i our tttdland rr 1enc1a and • The foghorn' t roc FraM.: Uiwln were parsed 
around . Harr')' Brost er• s tntereattng let ter brought ttrst-band newa or th elr arcUo 
• atber IW)(f we are now bUs.Y Ol"ganlslng the mass migr ation of al l o .s.s.c . merbers io 
Auatr all a ••• • what a club we•d haw cut hen thell 

Local news troo the well-ln t oroed pen ot Wellington enttAlsl aa:t Arthur Holland, llf'td 
QJeensland er, Hal'T1 CUrt ta COMlUded lhe l ett er read i ng • 

.l apt r tt ed dit<"Usslo n took pleoe ooncemfng the tuwre o.t t he S. B. L. ttltcb a t th.e 
moment Sffcs to be pl unging deeper into dtrtleult l ea • There 1'0.a Wl.ftllOJUa egre ement 
that 12le new tcn.:8t has dooe ltttl e io atd tbe aalea progr.ane dld Ca)' nen proTe t o be a 
retrqresstn: step as the print l s even oore dltr t CUlt tor adUl t eyes Ulan u..,ua1. ., 
bold strok e cri a broader aeal e wtll be necessary to put th e s . s.L. Into \he PJlt merl[et 
was ttle general op inion and there was unanimous 51PPort expr essed even U th1a change 
necess it at ed 81'1 i ncr ease tn prtoe. Blake ~o rt ers he re are qui t e wi lling to meet r.he 
new fomat hal t-wa7, but r eel tha t aa yet t.bere has nos. been any thing ottered whlob ts 
~ ot that support . 

After the WIU8l cc:nt1, 1uat100 ot pleaSd'l t dlcussion tn the local oorree lhop ih e 

, meetlng , .. conolUded . .. Next .. mees.tng Harell ,1 ijtb . '""""'""''""~'" s . .. PATE, - , Secretari ,-""""""""""""""'""'"· 
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•oovao~1t c~i:r: !!flt~ 
The appe~oe or a oe" oagaztne tor bO)'s ls so rare d'I event these days. t hat 

tt calls tor spec i al oent l on. In t he pa~ day11 ot 191c:r1920 there seened t o be c.. 
rr esh paper every aonth , but not todaY. 

so Ml.en, on t'londaY, Jamary 2Ut , the br l eht col ouNd caver or 'BOYS• WCll.11)11 
gN:et ed CiY WCIU")' old qu , as I passed tCi s tation bodtst a ll, I th ought th e occas ion 
worthy or cele brat i on. 

The pr ice or the new i.mgazlne ts a oodest 6d, and the publishers are Longacre 
Press (1. e . Odhams Ltd . ) The size ts 9t" b)' 12¥' ,d\lch l s that or Ute Detecti ve Weekl.Y, 
abcUt. halt""1ay betwem the Hagnet o.nd the Boya r Friend. I have th e rtrst f CW" copies 
betore ~• now, and I think them good. The contents eN varied, 1oag1nat lve an::! eolour
tul. They coc:t>tne EQJSEDmt 1'1th a IDOdtcum ot Instruct ion, Here nre sooe or tha'.G, 

Four strip- serials - cru1 In colCU' - deal with Sea AdventUN!J Bct enc~ic tl M 
~sti J")'f Classical lt(thology ; tlld ( alas) l astl.7 , a School Storr, Castl eford School -
rut not &he Crultl et ord tn Yont lil.tre. Prose Item Include a seri al ' The 6htp That VeP
l ahed' a dlort, Nature Stcry otd tAJch week]¥ artto l es as • so You Wwit To Be A __. 
detective, rep orter , ptl ot , T.v . aMouncer, to date . 

Ottier teatuNs are •Tt cket t o Adventure' , ' Let l s Cio To The P1oture:I , ' It Hates 
You Think' , •Neet Your Hero-, ''Ibe HIJ'ld ot Fate , • eto . , eto . The tt rst tJlree isftles had 
SI.PER rREE crrrs , but ot these, th e less &aid the better l 

Newsagents Sf'¥ th e paper Is se lli ng nell , aoo peroorially I find 'BOYS' WOO.LO" an 
atteriit to give boys en lnterest tng llld '!(lt.erta1n lng riagazlne . Opini ons troc o.e.s .c. 
cer.tiers are var i ed. Host. ot tllec Judge lt rrom !fl a<l.llt at.andard - e. g. •too nany 
p 1otures 800 ccrilo stl'l ps tor i..e; ooreor l ess a 1963 HOdern Boy. St ill, wi:, new boyt a 

paper ~t\:~ ~~~~1f%/~r:=i:;• th1~~ 1:~ii decide fflethet' 'BOYS' lOUD' 
rilll succeed er not . S<.l, once again, 1 ?lave cal l ed In the a i d ot ~ personal t Bij;,er 
Street lrNgul.ara' the two school boys , Kevi n end Robert Hol.J:les, Mlo gan us the l otP
doN'l ot hew the Nagnet "°uld tart todaY. (See c . o. June 1962). Inctdentall)' , Robert 
is now Captain of hts School , and l s a coctng tootba U er . · 

I provided the beys with a copy- ot the Plllltr tor the Urst three weeks. Then, 
ttien they Md Md a clwlee of stUdylng It ... betlfeen school•exacs , I set theo anoU'ler 
11-plus test paper , with t n&lve quest i ons to answer about the new m,;i,gazlne. Thue 
art pr inted belCM. I ttitnk rhe publishers will tl)prove ot the 6lr<)OO doll ar questlon l 

F1nall.Y. t often wtah I had code cy for tune sav ing all ttr Hatnets and Gens. So 
nOllf, I aa gOlni to bu7 the tt rs t year t s Issues ot BOYS' WORLD. I shal l leave these to 
cy graoos,oo, wit h t.he tnatnd. lon to adnrtlze thee t n Coll ecto r s' Olgeat and Elctur,ge 
aro Hart ln 1m . I w,c;n:ler \that protlt there will be on the '21,/- t:he papers •1 11 cost. 
""1 

'1\./'fl.VE %9UICJ!S ABCX1I' THE BOYSt WCIU.D 

~ ~ 

,. Was your firs t ltl)f'essl on Yes , but J dl at't think Very favourable . 
favourab l e? ruch ot the tre e gttts . 

2 , Do y-ou find t t ef.1S1 to read1 Yes. Yes. 

,. A pflltr has to coq>ete True: but thert t s a I agree. 
t or a boyf s tltie rather thsl ll tilt to th e n\l:'lber 

t :>r hi s pocket CICfleY" t oday .. ot pll)ers a bay oan 
What do ,-ou t.htnk? afford, even today . 



4. Ia the Bors' World good 
Talu e at slzpence? 

5. What ltl)roYecient CM )'OU 
suagest? 

6. Issue No. 2 wu given rree, 
1t an order wes pl aced for 
t.he pai,er . Do .)' W know a 
t>o1 111bo got No, 2 tree? 

7. Do you prefer the pages 1n 
plct.ures to those yc:,J. hove 
reed? 

a . In 1'hat order do you like 
the four strip aer ials? 
' The sea Ape• 
'What is EJ:ht bl t 1?1 

•wrath or th e OodS" 
'The Secre t or the TCll'M!I'9 

9. I.re you reading tbe ser ial 
' 'lbe Ship That Yanhhed?• 
J.re the episodes too short? 

10. Which f eature do you Uke 
bost? 

11. What ts )'OW' general optnlon? 

t 2. AN you gotng to buy it 
nery ~ek tra;; now on? 

!!.'!!!! 
Yes, 1 think U. b 
Te[')' good Talue, 

Hore colour phot ~ 
graphs - such as tn 
' Look sid Learn.• 

No. 

I l tlte the m equally 
well. 

(2) 
(J) 
(1) 
(4) 

I B::l read t ng t.be 
aer ial and think the 
leng th or each ep 1-
sode quit e adequat e. 

I lik e the •Wrath or 
the Oods9 st.<1'7 be.st . 

Vecy ent erta ining snd. 
ye t edU.Gatlonal . 

t ac going t o tn• tt, 
I do not think It ts 
Tel')' well -tnown yet . 

YOURS SINCERELY 
(Intere st tna: Iteoa Croo the F.d1torl a Lette r- Bag) 
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Tes , ooq:,ared to sa:ie 
eocilcs . 

No, 

I like th ee bot h . 

(2 ) 
(J) 
(1) 
14) 

Yes, About the rlgbt 
l ength. 

•wrath or the Goda" 

Very good, Pl enty 
or t nterest t ng artic l es . 

t ctonrt know ~ boy 
..t\o t s getti ng lt, 
but I wwld bU)' lt. 
~self . 

~l=~~ ~:i!:1~i ,!nYe"; ;.~~~~~ioti;1~~act ~o ~!g~u~0~~t~ s~:i or : 
the .. qutet . cl ol sters .. or . GNJt'rlars. ,M,c an:, ont ".nar.1oor .. lhadOII' ,never 1row,,1ess, .,.,, ... ..,H ....... .,,,,. 



~ (New Zea.land) I Ill In charge ot lfl ever)'' ""cluvi.gtng group or boy- scou ts, 
and , tor the past ten year s" al.D>st every bey "'1.o has c«:IO to Ole Olq)S ha.s borrowed .rid 
Nad soce or cq Magnets - and then const s t entl.y begged .oe for the l oan of ocr e. Aoone; 
:ooo.em paper s here in New Zealand the re ls Jus t noU\tng t.o enterta in boys. This l a test 
J.nnu3l ls the very best ever. 

~ (Ben:ui a} The O\rt stan.s nudler was a 1 Ged' , but lt wa., the Annual which 
proVOO oost ' Popular- llld dreW r:e li ke a •tsagnet.• You ond your oontr t butor s !Ul'J)ass ed 
yours elves froc th e wondertul cover ( sncw oo the l et t ers , } to the last page of all . I 
got a groat ktck out or the storf •r ace Value.• 

~. I. JE!lJ COlllPLHE Ji'U!UE ITOU lml ... ,. 

• 
jg!~met~~:~~: ~look 
Di gest . It t oroa a link "tth the 
old deys. I have never been a 
tru e Ha:i.tlton r:in, but oy oeoory 
goes back to the tl r st stories of 
st. Jtot s tn 'Pludl.• aoo to No. 1 
both ot th e Cen and the Hagnet. 

A1 J I SOIJfflWhY (South Afri ca ) In 
~ newsagentf s shop today I bought 
the S.B.L. •n, e Bi g Saear' • I t 
was pri ced tn our cun-ency at 
1220 (t/3). 1 WM surpr ised to 
tind t hat th e fthole er rort was 
pr inted 1n KlOOerl ef . ApaJ'1. rrm 
the fact that it does not advert
i se t he COfl>Mlon book o r the ltiOnth 
it seeo.s the S<l:l8 as those whloh 
WCN printed In EhgL-11\d. 

~'ll!!ill (Tr ,noere) What a 
ftne cover bf Wanlc.k Reynolds 
(J o.nu.Ql7 c. o.} nt l s illust r ati on 
has solved l'd\at has been a cystery 
t Q oe tor year s. I have always had 
a Yll£ll9 lr.B'Xl~ ot drawings 1n earty 
Cens which were th e work ot an 
art i st other thln tile usual one. 
Thia was soce.ll.ere about th e t.toe 
ot Levt ,ont s retomatl on an.1 th e 
eoolng t o St. J lot s or bro ther 
f'rank. I have a. reeo ll ectton or 
one of tl'8 ser los being lllustr o.t.ed 
bf th e SOCll: strong lin es as in 
this c.o. COVEr. 
4Reync lds lllustr ated the Ceo be
tween, r wg hly 1916 t'llld 1919, 
"'1.lle Macdonald wt.is i n Ute navy. ED) 

PATRIC, t1.RR.4.Y {EdlnbUIW!,) Soce 
'ETtieag()~there was a suggest. ton 
CISde tha t t.he writ er r . s t . Hal's 
was a ftOQVlJ he was otten rete"'9d 
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t o a, the · ~s t e.rlous f. St. Hars9 an:1 QUl t.e oarrect].y - he has Pl"Ol'ed Uw most. dtrttcult 
can to trace , There sre , however , "'o d l stl ncC. rer erences to h1a being a oan ~ that 
hls nama was Fr"· It t a poas lble, or cotrse , tha t the ct:r toos ref erence t.o him 
•rt«Tteit c::181' have been hts real nam, Florence sti ll betng popul ar aa a man• s name tn 
pans or Ire l&OO. Readers or Sooenll l e did Ross wlll have no dlftle uu.r Jn reoalllng 
the ia::lort4l 'f' l urr,,9 Knox, St, Hars dlea s(ID8 )'ears ago ln tile Soutb of &ngland, bUt 
,he SeiDS to ban droPJ>ed out or public l it e ccq, l etely' ffld h e l e ft AO tra il a fter the 

Ubl1 eat1on or ht s last book t n the earIT 20f a. 

(Nortb ecpton) It ls nt oe to see that Danny baa t:aalnt a lned th e high a tao:inra 
set ~ nt th e out se t . Let ua hope that , Uk e HeJTY Wharton, be will not grow up, 

~~v=; )be~:!i.o":J::sa~:.1::st Hr. Buddle u usual, Prefer It to 

fr!D ~~T~~:rr~~ ~~~~.~~~ ~ !e!tj!~ ::~eN:~~~~= :c.~ 
or rath er the devotees or asme, fllho dld exaot11 that. No wonder Hr. Bl)1;be found Ill)' 
use rt ton 8Cl.lstng, Hy apol ogies t o all Lee md Blake rans, 

~~l:! ~1:!~i: ~!,: ~: i;c.;~:1era!a~:e~~~~ 1:!,trea:~: ~ round 
t he eudl enee In th e Frlardale stat.lc:tJ sc ene , and dropp ed the oonten t s ot hi s su 1toaae 
rtgbt beside her. Incidentally, the t Ealnl ne touch In th e person ot the r l ngmo.st ert s 
st eP""dwghter i::iade just th a t d ltference th i s year In ED)' op inion, and. Hr. Q.lel c.h 981 
e:r.ce l1W1t. I was puzzled b)' the goril l a bellli: shOIWl: on the progrem:J! a., Just • a gcr Jll a" 
Does thla C8M that It real ty "a s a t ame gor lll e.? 

(Large ntli>er s of people have cocroonted Cll th e reaartc.abl e pertonDBnCi glnn by the 70ung 
ma:i lllt10 plQed th e gcrtl l a . To han bsaed hlc on the progral!IDe would ban destroYOd 
t.he Illusi on. But Ults clev er artist "a.a V'61'7 real - and , out ct hi t skin, 8'I ext.recieJ.y 
1ntel1'.1ent end li keab l e ywng man. - ID. ) 

~~~
1!!t ~ =!:a r:!t~J~ra ~!~ 1:! ~!tn;~ f~ ~~~~. dl~ 

Oreyt'l'l ars would have bro\liht us ou\ 1n tha t Math er - but tt was worth wery sk id on 
the Journey. Cd'l you oongratul at e the O(qllf'l1' t cr us? 

(Wo O!lll - md dol ID,) 

~ _WAAJ( .(Dllnoon) The art i c l e oo the DJndee ttmt s Comte f!l) er a set ~ r:ilnd back io 
~ papers on t ei> ln ~ 7Wll8 days • Ra1nbOlt (the BnJtn BoYs - llan IN enr had a 
better s trip on SPloal.17) Ti ger TlJ:lls Weekly• C.Omtc cuts - hOR I enJO)'e(I Ule Ti cke t ot 
Lean oanS .. Bune rn,, Ftre tJ.y, ~ Hender, Q:ilp s , ctwcUea , Hert7 & Bright, Pudc 
Md J este r. AM Loe--o,.f'un wtth Its col oured cover bat print ed on PoOr quaUtJ' paper . 
Puck was beautl t ull.y p.ro<IJ.ced and J est.er carr i ed Cl!U11 a eer l al ot excellen t qual tt.,. N:1' 
J)OCke"'1Dene, did not run to them all , but I had cousllla 11tl.c usea to pus plent.1' on. I 
waa ra.Cber lik e Damy tn thl s re spec t. 

~~ c!1£ ~!~e=~ c~~;~e m':!':!ip!:~ : ~rom::c.7~~ :: · nef t~ e~Feia ':a tt -
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Tbe lat eat 
nonl a In tbR 

Sexto:v. Blake Today 
. Suton Blake 

Llbrar, rnt ewec:1 
8Y Hargan, 
Cooke. _ .. ____ , 

ll!!i.~ (S , B.L, No, 517) 

Written by top--ranklng S. B.L. aut hora PhUl p Chartiers and How~ Bater , th e nanl 
oeaJ.a with the Hungari an r is ing Jn 1956, the lllSHtlOO s t ;:ite of the wcrld general lJ and 
\b e klalapplng of Eustac e C:ralll e , head or Brit ish No.tJ Mal Secur lcy b)' the dreaded 
Russian H.v.o. 

Would tllO' br edt the old oan t s will by the ir torture ? The l at.tonal Secartt.7 
aacbln e was 1n jeopardy. cratll e aist be re seuod or killed by our OM'I peopl e to 1t1ence 
htn , and prese"e the aeorets l ocked 8"31 In hJa brain . 

Se:iton Bl ake .Yid EcMard CM-t or ri sked Ut e and l ll:tl 

as,pear tcr SCl!l8 years. 

to stt er.i,t to Nscue Cratll e 
but rroo th en onwards 
event s took en W'leJ+)ected 
,urn, 

A good uo l tlng ~ 
novel paclted with eetl on 
and suspense but with a 
tendency" to O'A I
dramatl se ,ca or the 
<langers facing EUsiace. 
Crntl l e. 

The nonl ,hows 
Blake Md Tl1*.er at t:he Ir 
best and lllould &Ive all 
S.B.L . re OOtr.s great 
pleasure. · 

An excellent 
1 llllhodunlt' end cne Jt 
dl.e beat s .B.L.•s to 

Who did ki ll J Ullm &.unera? The partner Who had wroagea ht ciJ th e gir l Wheel he 
had wrqedJ tile t oru:tlll'!. "10 hated ht a or A.N. Other'? From tta tlrst sent.nee th is 
d6tatled 800 1ntonaat1w noYel gtves an 1Cl)resston ot e,pe rt ai tl\orllhlp, t1rst,,,,ol as s 
ctw- act ert zatt cm and a good Garetull.)' contro lled plot. It hol ds tha Ned ~r!s att ention 
and grips bi s 1.clallnat1Cll r18bt U\roueh to !t s aurprtlslng c111'l8X a t the end. 

I reocmend t.hta bodt to a ll Blako loTers, 7011'18 or ol d. 

Edit ed b7 £:rte Pa,ne , £:r:oelator Houae, Crove Road.1 surt>t t.on, SUrrey. 
D.ipll eat ld b7 'fork ~ llcattng SCMlcea, 12a 1'lle Sha.atll es 1 Tort. 


